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Side Tiyatrosu Calismalari 2001-2002
Work at the Theatre of Side in 2001-2002

Ulkd iZMIRLIGIL

Pamphylia Bolgesi’'nin en eski liman kentlerinden olan
Side, arkeolojik ve dogal degerleriyle Antalya’nin
onemli merkezlerinden biridir. Kentte ilk bilimsel ¢alis-
malar 1947-48 yillarinda i.U. Arkeoloji Béliimi bagkani
Ord. Prof. Dr. Arif M. Mansel tarafindan Turk Tarih
Kurumu adina baglatilmis, mimarisi, plastik eserleri ve
yazitlariyla yayinlanmistir. Antik yerlesmenin bulundu-
gu yarimadanin en dar yerinde konumlanan kentin en
gorkemli aniti Tiyatro’da 1955-65 yillari arasindaki
kazi calismalarinda, Tiyatro caliliklardan temizlenmis
ve sahne binasi ortaya cikarilarak restitiisyon cizimleri
yapilmistir.

Tiyatro uzun bir aradan sonra 1982 yilinda Kultir ve
Turizm Bakanhgi tarafindan yeniden ele alinarak
asamali restorasyonuna yonelik galismalar baslatiimig-
tir. 1982-1998 vyillar arasinda orkestra’da bulunmus
sahne binasi cephesine ait mimari parcalar, Agora’da
tipolojik gruplar halinde diizenlenmis, belgeleme ve
restitisyon denemeleri sonrasi sahne binasinin 3 katli
oldugu saptanmistir. Diazoma-ust cavea baglantisi aras-
tirllmig, daha 6nceki calismalardan farkli olarak diazo-
ma’dan st cavea’ya ¢ikan merdiven izleri saptanmistir.
Tehlikeli boltimler incelenerek bir statik rapor hazirlan-
mis ve bu dogrultuda alinmasi gereken dnlemler belirlen-
mistir. Ancak bu stire icinde sahne binasi giineydogu
ve kuzeybati koseleri ve parados’lar (P I, P 2) toprak
altinda oldugundan sahne binasinin restitiisyon ¢izim-
leri ve restorasyon projesi hazirlanamamustir.

1998 yili sonunda Efes Kazi Bagskanhg tarafindan tahsis
edilen kule vincin teknik imkanlariyla 1999 yilindan
baslayarak 6zellikle 2001-2002 yilinda Kiilttir Bakanli-
g'nin maddi destekleriyle toplam 210 gtin stren calis-
malar sonucu, sahne binasi cephesi (scaenae frons) ve
parados’larin kazilari tamamlanmistir.

1999-2000 yillarinda sadece lll., IV., V., VI. aedicula’lar
ve glineydogu parados’u (P 2) acilmistir. 2001-2002
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Side, an ancient harbour city in Pamphylia, is still
today an important centre in Antalya Province, with its
archaeological and natural treasures. The first scientific
research at Side was carried out from 1947 to 1948, by
the renowned Ord. Prof. Dr. Arif M. Mansel, from
Istanbul University’s Department of Archaeology, on
behalf of the Turkish Historical Society. The results,
covering architecture, sculpture and inscriptions were
published. The city is located on the narrowest part of
the peninsula and its most monumental structure is the
theatre, which was excavated from 1955 through to
1965, including site cleaning and the unearthing of the
stage building and the preparation of reconstruction
drawings.

Following a long gap, work on the theatre was resumed
in 1982 by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, with
scope for a step-by-step restoration. From 1982 through to
1998, the architectural elements lying on the orchestra,
belonging to the stage building were transferred to the
agora and grouped by their typology; documentation
and reconstruction work revealed that the stage building
was three storied. As a new focus, the connection
between the diazoma and the upper part of the cavea
was surveyed and traces of the staircases leading from
the diazoma to the upper cavea were found. The
sections in danger were examined and a structural
(static) report was prepared, advising of the necessary
measures to be taken. However, throughout this period
the reconstruction drawings and the restoration project
for the stage building could not be prepared for the
southeast and northwest corners of the stage building
and the paradoi (P1 and P2) were still buried beneath
the earth.

The tower crane provided by the Ephesus Expedition
at the end of 1998 has facilitated our work greatly
since 1999. Particularly in 2001 and 2002, the finan-
cial support by the Ministry of Culture culminated in
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Sahne binasi ¢alismalar 6ncesi / Stage building before work

yilinda ise sahne binasi kuzeybatisindaki I. ve Il. aedicu-
[a’lar ve parados (Pl) timiyle kazilmistir. I. ve Il. aedicu-
[a’nin acilmasiyla skene frons podyumuna ait friz kabart-
malari timdyle aciga ¢ikarilmistir. Bu alanda analemma
duvarina ve parados Uzerindeki locaya ait yapi taslari
ile podyum frizine ait kabartma parcalari farkl kodlarda
Ozglin dusus sekillerine gore belgelenmistir.

2001-2002 sezonunda 442 mimari eleman incelenerek,
daha onceki yillarda bulunan pargalarla birlestirilmis,
onarimlari yapildiktan sonra yeniden dizenlenmistir.
Sonugta I. ve Il. aedicula’nin agilmasiyla sahne binasi
cephesinin podyumuna ait friz kabartmalari timiuyle
aciga cikarilmistir. Scaena frons’un [. ve 2. katina ait
% 100, 3. katina ait % 90 oranda arsitrav friz bloklarr,
1. katina ait % 80 oranda geison bloklari elde edilmistir.

Parados’un (P 1), Tiyatro’nun ge¢ doneminde degisik-
liklere ugradigi, 6zgin zemin dosemesinin kaldirildigi
anlasiimaktadir. Analemma duvarinin alt kisminda
sonradan yapildigi anlasilan 4 adet kenarli nis ve tize-
rinde acik su kanali izleri tespit edilmistir. Bu kanalin
orkestra’da su oyunlari yapildigi sirada kullanilmis
olabilecegi dustintilmektedir. Ayrica kazi calismalari
kismen sahne binasinin iginde ve sahne binasinin
Agora cephesinde C-D kapilart arasindaki dikkanda
strdirtlmastar. Tiyatro'nun glineydogu dis galerisinde
P-Z akslari arasindaki alanda temizlik, fotogrametrik ve
topografik olctimlerle belgeleme calismalari yapilmis,
kazida cikarilan mimari elemanlar tipolojik olarak
gruplandirilmis ve diizenlenmistir.

Calismalar stirerken ilging bir tespit yapilmistir; Agora’da
gtiney portik diikkanlari ve parados (P 1) kazisi sirasin-
da sarimtrak sert kirectasindan yaklasik 56 adet yapi
elemanin, tiyatro yakininda yer alan pseudo-peripteros
planli Ge¢ Hellenistik veya Erken Roma Donemi’ne ait
Dionysos Tapinagi’'na ait oldugu saptanmistir.

62

O ety e,

Sahne binasi bugtinkii durumu / Stage building today

excavations lasting 210 days in total and both the
scaenae frons and the paradoi were exposed.

In 1999 and 2000, only the aediculae: Ill, 1V, V and VI
and the southeast parados (P2), were uncovered. In the
2001 and 2002 campaigns, the aediculae | and Il, to
the northwest of the stage building, and the parodos P1
were completely unearthed. When the aediculae | and
Il were excavated, the entire frieze relief from the
scaenae frons podium were exposed. Here, the blocks
belonging to the analemma wall and the loggia above
the parados, and the carved relief blocks of the podium
frieze were documented on different levels, as they had
fallen down.

In 2001 and 2002, 442 architectural pieces were studied
and joined to those pieces discovered earlier and
rearranged following the necessary repair and conser-
vation work. Finally, as the aediculae | and Il were
uncovered, all the frieze relief from the podium of the
stage building was recovered. 100% of the relief blocks
from the first and second tiers and 90% of those from
the third tier, together with 80% of the geison blocks
from the first tier have been recovered.

It was understood that parodos 1 was altered in later
periods, and its original pavement was removed. On
the lower part of the analemma wall, four niches and
an open water channel built over them later, were
found. It is likely that this channel was used when
water games were performed in the orchestra. In addi-
tion, limited excavations were carried out inside the
stage building and in the shop between gates C and D
opening onto the agora. Cleaning, photogrammetric
and topographical surveys and documentation were
done between the axes P and Z in the southwest outer
gallery of the theatre, and the architectural elements
recovered were grouped by their typology.
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Bunun yani sira tiyatroda, orkestra, diazoma, ambu-
lacrum (koridor) ile tst cavea’da onarim 6n hazirlik,
rolove ve diizenleme calismalari yapilmistir. ileride
yapinin striktir, malzeme, zemin mekanigi, deprem
konularinda uzman kisiler tarafindan incelenmesi
gerekmektedir.
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During all this work, a very curious discovery was
made, during the excavations of the shops in the south
portico of the agora and parodos 1, approximately. 56
architectural elements of a yellowish hard limestone were
recovered and are understood to have once belonged
to a pseudo-peripteral temple dedicated to Dionysos
from the late Hellenistic or the early Roman periods.

Besides preparatory work for repair and plans drawn to
scale, other work was carried out in the orchestra,
diazoma, ambulacrum and upper cavea. The structure of
the theatre is in need of further study by experts, to
provide further information concerning its structure,
materials, studies of the relevant soil mechanics and
the consequences of past and future earthquakes on the
structure.





