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Kinet Hoyiik 2002 / Kinet Hoyiik 2002

Doc¢. Dr. Marie-Henriette GATES

iskenderun Korfezi’'nde, Dortyol / Hatay yakinindaki
Kinet Hoytik, Dogu Kilikya’daki en buytk Klasik Cag
oncesi yerlesmedir. Kinet, denizden ytiksekligi 500 m.
olan 3.3 ha genisliginde ve 26 m. yiksekliginde orta
buytklikte bir hoytge sahiptir. Hoyugin kuzey ve
dogusundaki, bugtin ticari amagh bahcelerle kapl
alanda, Eskicag'da da yerlesim s6z konusudur. Yerles-
me, kendi basina, boyutlari ve gortintiisti bakimindan
siradan gozikmektedir; ancak yerlesmenin etrafindaki
issos Ovasl, Biiyiik iskender’in burada i.0. 333'te Pers
Krali Darius ve ordusunu yenmesinden sonra line
kavusmustur. Kinet'in bolgenin baskin kenti olarak,
antik issos olmasi miimkiindiir.

Antik ve Cagdas Bir Liman

Kinet, temel gecimini, sahip oldugu iki liman sayesinde
saglamakta olup; bunlar, kuzeydeki kiiciik dogal koy
ve Delicay’in simdi hoyugiin giiney tarafina kilometre-
lerce kaymis bulunan Eskicag’daki agzidir. Kinet boylece,
kazi calismalari yapilmis kendisine en yakin yerlesme
Al Mina (Samandag) gibi bir nehir halicinin sol yakasini
korunakl bir liman olarak kullanarak Dogu Akdeniz’-
deki diger Hellenistik Donem oncesi limanlarin 6rnegini
takip etmis olmaktadir. Yerlesmenin denizcilikle ilgili
Gsttinltkleri, yakin zamanda, antik hali¢ limaninda ve
hoyiik ile deniz arasinda, bir petrol ve dogalgaz dagitim
firmasinin (Delta Petrol Ticaret Uriinleri A.S. ve BP Gaz)

Kinet Hoytik Kuzeydogu’dan / Kinet Hoyiik from North-East
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Kinet Hoytik is in the vicinity of Dortyol, Hatay, on the
Iskenderun Bay and is the largest pre classical mound
in East Cilicia. It is a medium sized mound, 26 m in
height with a surface area of 3.3 hectares, at an altitude
of 500 m above the sea level. The area covered with
orchards today to the north and east of the mound was
the site for a settlement in antiquity as well. The settle-
ment looks quite ordinary, based on its size and
appearance; however, the Issos Plain surrounding the
site became very famous after the battle of 333 BC,
when Alexander the Great defeated the Persian king
Darius and his army. It is possible that as the dominant
city in the region, Kinet could be the Issos of antiquity.

An Ancient and Modern Harbour

Kinet provided its basic economy and importance from
its two harbours, one, a small cove to the north, the
other being the ancient mouth of Delicay River, which
has moved kilometers to the south over the intervening
centuries. Therefore, it is seen that using the left bank
of a river estuary as a well-protected harbour, Kinet
follows the pattern of the ancient settlements of pre-
Hellenistic times in the Eastern Mediterranean such as
Al Mina (modern Samandagi), the nearest excavated
one to Kinet. The maritime advantages of the site have
been recently admitted again, with the establishment of
two companies (Delta Petroleum Products Trade Inc.
and BP Gas) on the ancient estuary harbour between
the sea and the mound. These companies provide a
strong example, reminding one of the maritime based
economy of Kinet in antiquity.

A Decade of Excavations at Kinet Hoyiik

Excavation work at Kinet Hoyiik started in 1992, in
collaboration with the Hatay Museum and has continued
since 1993 as a project of Bilkent University under the
direction of Assc. Prof. Dr. Marie-Henriette Gates. These
10 years revealed the cultural history of this harbour
which was inhabited from the Neolithic period (6" mill.
BC) through to the end of the Hellenistic period (mid
1" ¢. BC) and was reused in the Middle Ages by the
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Demirgagi / Neo-Asur Donemi fayans silindir mihar
Iron Age / Neo-Assyrian period ceramic cylinder seal

kurulmasiyla yeniden canlanmistir. Bu sirketler Kinet'in
Eskicag’daki ekonomik amacini hatirlatan kuvvetli
unsurlardir.

Kinet Hoyiik’te On Yildir Siiren Kazilar

Kinet Hoyuk'te yillik calismalar 1992 yilinda Hatay
Muzesi isbirligi ile baglamistir; 1993’ten bu yana da bir
Bilkent Universitesi projesi olarak Doc. Dr. Marie-
Henriette Gates baskanliginda devam etmektedir. Bu
on yil Gec Neolitik’ten (1.O. 6. bin yil) Hellenistik
Doénem’in sonuna kadar (I.O. 1. yiizyilin ortalari) yerle-
silen ve Ortagag’da askeri amaclarla kisa bir siire igin
Hach limani olarak (I.S. 12-14 yiizyillar) yeniden kulla-
nilan limanin kaltdrel tarihini ortaya ¢ikarmistir. Bu uzun
stirec icinde kazilar, hoyugin Orta Tung, Geg Tung
(Hitit) ve Demir Cagi katmanlarina ve arastirmalari Dr.
Scott Redford (Georgetown Universitesi. ABD) tarafindan
yuritilen Ortagag yerlesimine odaklanmistir. Kinet'teki
arastirmanin amaci, limanin degisen kiiltirel ve gevresel
kosullara nasil uyum sagladigini bulmak oldugundan,
projenin diger temel yonleri; bolgenin jeomorfolojik
incelemesi, paleozoolojik ve paleobotanik analizi,
ve en yeni calisma olarak da, iskenderun Kérfezi'nin
sualti arastirmasidir. Bitin bu c¢alismalar, disiplinler
arasi bir ekibi, projenin kendilerine genis yelpazeli
arkeolojik teknikler iceren bir alan calismasi sundugu
Bilkent lisans ve yiiksek lisans 6grencileriyle bir araya
getirmektedir.

Kinet 2002

2002 sezonu etkinlikleri, hoytikte ve kuzeydeki bolge-
lerde gerceklestirilmistir. Hoyglin sol yamacinda Orta
Tung Cagi'na (i.O. 17.-16. yiizyillar) tarihlenen yanmis
bir yonetim binasinin iki odasi daha ortaya ¢ikarilmistir.
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Crusaders for a short period of time (12"-14" cen-
turies AD). The excavations have mainly focused on
the Middle Bronze and Late Bronze (Hittite) Age, and
Iron Age strata, while the medieval strata have been
studied by Prof. Scott Redford of Georgetown
University, USA. As the scope of the Kinet research
is to find out how the harbour adapted itself to the
changing cultural and environmental conditions, the
other basic research areas of the project include the
geomorphological study of the region, palaeobotanic
and palaeozoological analysis: The most recent field of
exploration is the underwater survey of lskenderun
Bay. All this work brings together a multidisciplinary
team with the undergraduate and graduate students of
Bilkent University, who are thereby presented with field
work implementing a wide range of archaeological
techniques.

Kinet 2002

The work of the 2002 Campaign was carried out on the
mound and the areas to the north. On the left slope of
the mound, two more rooms from a burnt administrative
building of the Middle Bronze Age (17"-16" c. BC)
were exposed to the light of day. It is possible to relate
the pottery and other finds with contemporary finds
from Tarsus, Cyprus and from western Syria. On the
western slope of the mound work continued on the
Iron Age Assyrian building (late 8" c. BC) with a paved
central courtyard and its building history. Among finds
from these strata are: an unparalleled fibula, having the
shape of a naked goddess holding her breasts and, a
container with a Phoenician inscription on it. The work

Orta Tung Donemi (17 yy.) p.t. testi
Middle Bronze Age (17th c. BC) pottery
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Buradaki buluntularin ve canak cémlegin, Tarsus, Kibris
ve Bati Suriye’deki ayni donem buluntulariyla baglan-
tisin kurmak mimktnddr. Bati yamagtaki calismalar,
tas dosemeli merkezi bir avlusu olan Demir Cagi Asur
binasi (i.O. gec 8. yy.) ve binanin gecmisi iizerinde
yuratilmastir. Bu katmanlardaki buluntular, goguslerini
kavrayan ciplak tanrica formundaki emsalsiz bir fibula
ve lzerinde Fenike yazisi bulunan bir saklama kabini
icermektedir. Ortogonal planla yerlestirilmis genis avlulu
evlerin bulundugu hoytgin tepesinde ise Ortagag
donemi kazilar gerceklestirilmistir. Bu kazilarda Orta-
cag’da yeniden kullanilan, Hellenistik Donem’e ait,
topraktan, at biciminde kap da dahil olmak tzere,
etkileyici bir canak ¢omlek koleksiyonu ortaya ¢ikaril-
mistir. Kuzey bolgelerdeki sondajlar, bolgenin altivyon-
larla doldugu I.O. 4. yy."da yerlesmenin bu tarafa dogru
100 m. kadar genisletildigini gostermistir. Ayrica,
yerlesmeden hemen icerde, denize paralel uzanan bir
Roma yolu kesfedilmistir. Roma Imparatoru Gratian
(i.S. 367-383) doneminden kalan bir bakir para, yolun
insasini ve Antakya bir Gec imparatorluk baskenti
olarak ortaya ¢iktigi zamana kadarki kullanimini tarih-
lendirecektir.

Sezonun ikinci 6nemli gelismesi ise ~-ABD’nin comert
katkilari sayesinde- Kinet kazilari sonuclarinin ve
buluntularinin Hatay Miizesi’'nde sergilenmesi hazirlik-
larina baglamak olmustur. Sergi calismalari 2003 yili
Haziran’inda tamamlanacak ve eserlerin teshirine
baslanacaktir.
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on the medieval strata was carried out on the summit
of the mound with houses with large courtyards in an
orthogonal layout. This work yielded an impressive
pottery collection, including a terracotta horse-shaped
vessel from the Hellenistic period, which was reused in
the Middle Ages. Soundings in the areas to the north
showed that the settlement extended about 100 m in
this direction in the 4" century BC. when the region
silted up. Further, a Roman road stretching parallel to
the sea was discovered just inland from the settlement.
A copper coin from the reign of the Roman Emperor
Gratian (367-383 AD) dates the construction of the
road and its use to the time when Antioch emerged as
a Late Imperial capital.

The second important occasion of the season was the
start of the work to exhibit the finds from Kinet in the
Hatay Museum, with generous donations from the
USA. Preparations will be completed in June 2003,
when the exhibition will be opened to public.





