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Kiiltiir Bakanhgi ve Hacettepe Universitesi adina yiiriitii-
len Demre Aziz Nikolaos Kilisesi Kazisi ve Duvar Resim-
lerini Belgeleme, Koruma - Onarim Calismalari 27 Agus-
tos-4 Kasim 2003 tarihleri arasinda gergeklestirildi.
Kazi ekibi Turkiye'deki alti Gniversitenin Sanat Tarihi, bir
Gniversitenin Tarih Bolimlerinden olmak lizere, Ankara
Hacettepe, Kayseri Erciyes, istanbul Marmara, istanbul,
Canakkale 18 Mart, Antakya Mustafa Kemal, istanbul
Bogazici ve Almanya’daki Heidelberg Universitesi’'nden
ogretim Uyeleri Prof. Dr. Thomas Corsten, Dog. Dr. Engin
Akytrek, Dr. Nilay Karakaya, Dr. Vera Bulgurlu, Aras-
tirma Gorevlileri Ayse Caylak Tiirker, Ozgii Cémezog-
lu, Ebru Findik, ve Hacettepe ve istanbul Universitesi
Doktora, Yiksek Lisans ve Lisans 6grencileri katilmistir.
Vehbi Kog Vakfi ve Onasis Vakfi’'nin destekleriyle Duvar
Resimlerini Belgeleme-Koruma ve Onarim Calismalari
Kabaoglu ve Ark. Rest. Ridvan isler’in bagkanhgindaki
ekiplerce gerceklestirilmistir.

2003 yilinda kilisenin kuzeydogu ekindeki C1-bati ve
C2 yapilar icinde; kilisenin kuzey avlusunda yer alan
Piskoposluk ikametgahi (st ve alt katinda calisilmistir;
yapi duvarinda kullanilan 5. yy.’a ait bir devsirme
mimari plastik 6ge dikkati ceker (Res 1). Ayrica kuzey
avlunun dogusunda ve batisinda, kilisenin kuzey ekin-
deki K6 yapisi ici ve disinda, atriumun glineyindeki
yapida cahsiimistir. ikametgahin bugiine kadar bilin-
meyen alt kat odalarina girmek amaciyla bati boltim alt
kat duvarinda yer alan kapiyi bloke eden set duvar kapi
acikligr demir cerceve ve kolonlarla askiya alinmistir.
Kapr acikhgi kilise ve ek yapilarda, ayrica kazida ortaya
cikarilan tim yapilarda goriilmeyen bir 6zellige sahiptir;
distan ice dogru daralmaktadir. Kapi tsttindeki lentonun
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The excavations at St. Nicholas Church at Demre,
and the “Documentation and Conservation of Frescoes
Project” have been undertaken on behalf of the Ministry
of Culture and Tourism, and Hacettepe University.
The campaign of 2003 was conducted from the 27"
of August to the 4" of November. The excavation team
comprised members from the art history departments of
6 Turkish universities and from the history department
of one university: faculty members Thomas Corsten,
Engin Akyiirek, Nilay Karakaya, Vera Bulgurlu, research
assistants Ayse Caylak Tiirker, Ozgii Cémezoglu, Ebru
Findik from the universities of Hacettepe in Ankara,
Marmara, Bogazi¢i and Istanbul Universities in Istan-
bul, 18 Mart University in Canakkale, Mustafa Kemal
University in Antakya and Heidelberg University in
Germany and undergraduate, graduate and PhD
students from Hacettepe and Istanbul Universities. The
fresco conservation, documentation and repair project,
financed by the Vehbi Ko¢ and the Onassis Founda-
tions, was conducted under the supervision of the
architect Cengiz Kabaoglu and the restorer and archae-
ologist Ridvan Isler.

The work in 2003 was carried out in structures C1-west
and C2 of the northeast annex and in the upper and
ground floors of the Bishopric Residence in the north
courtyard of the church: one 5" century piece of archi-
tectural sculpture re-used in the wall is worth noting
(Fig. 1). In addition, work was also carried out to the
east and west of the north courtyard, on the inside and
outside of the building K6 of the northern annex and in
the structure to the south of the atrium. In order to gain
access to the lower rooms of the residence, the blocked
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Res. 1/ Fig. 1

disa bakan yuzu profillidir; ancak tas set kaldirildigin-
da bu parcanin tzerindeki “tabula ansata” yazit ortaya
ctkmis ve lento’nun orijinalde devsirme bir lahit parcasi
oldugu anlagilmistir.

Kuzey avlunun batisinda yapilan galismalarda ortaya
¢tkan bazi duvarlarin izi strtlerek bu alanda varoldugu
anlasilan biyik bir yapinin boyutlari tespit edilmistir.
D yapisi olarak tanimladigimiz bu yeni yapi kilise ve ek
yapi eksenlerinden farkli olarak giineydogu-kuzeybati
yontundedir (Plan 1). Yapinin oturma kotunu tespit
etmek icin 2.00 m. kottan 0.20 m.’ye inildiginde duz-
glin levhalarla kapli zemin dosemesi bulunmustur. Kazi
alaninda erken dénem yapilari zemin kotuyla uyum
saglayan bu doseme ve kismen belirginlesen mimari
veriler yapinin 6nemine isaret etmektedir. D-yapisi uzun-
lamasina dikdortgen planlidir; 2003 yili kazisi sonunda
uzunlugu 25.40 m.'ye ulasmistir, eni ise distan 6.70
m.’dir. Yapi icte enlemesine iki duvarla ti¢ bolime ayri-
lir; giney ve kuzeyde birbirine simetrik yerlestirilen iki
bolimden giineydeki (D1 bolimu) icte 4.60x5.00 m.,
kuzeydeki (D3 bolimi) ise icte 5.00x5.00 m. boyut-
larindadir. ikisi arasindaki uzunlamasina dikdértgen
planh bolim (D 2 boltimi) igte 5.00x1.10 m. dogu-bati
5.00 m. boyutlarindadir. Gliney ve kuzeyde yapinin
sinirlar tam olarak ortaya ¢ikmamistir; mimari veri-
ler D1 boliminin batiya ve giineye dogru devam
ettigine isaret eder. D3 bolimine gecis kuzeydeki
yuvarlak kemerli ikiz bir arkadla saglanmistir; ayrica bu
arkadin bitisiginde batiya dogru uzanan diger bir arka-
din kemer baslangici ortaya ¢ikmistir. D1 boliminde
ortaya c¢ikan arkosolium tipindeki mezar yapisi hig
stiphesiz 2003 yilinin en ilgin¢ bulgusudur. Diizglin
kesme tasla insa edilen arkosolium dogu-bati yoniinde
besik tonozla orttludir; tonoz agikligi batida kademeli
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doorway in the ground floor of the western wall was
supported and lifted with an iron frame and pillars. This
doorway has an unusual feature, not observed in the
church or the annex or in any structure unearthed so
far: it becomes narrower from the outside towards the
inside. The lintel has a profile on the outside; however,
when it was lifted, it was seen that the lintel was origi-
nally a sarcophagus fragment with a tabula ansata that
was reused here.

Tracing the remains of some walls unearthed in the
western part of the northern courtyard the dimensions
of a large structure were measured. This new structure,
named Building D, has a southeast-northwest orienta-
tion, different to the church complex (Plan 1). Excava-
tions began at 2.00 m and continued down to 0.20 m,
when a floor pavement of regular slabs was reached.
This flooring conforms to the ground level of the early
structures of the church complex and the architectural
data gradually emerging point to the importance of this
structure. Building D is a rectangle; its length had
reached 25.40 m by the end of the 2003 campaign,
while its width is 6.70 to the outside. The structure
is divided into three by two lateral walls: the two sym-
metrical chambers at both ends measure 4.60x5.00 m
(D1, south) and 5.00x5.00 m (D3, north), and the
chamber in between (D2) measures 5.00 by 1.10 m
and east-west 5.00 m. The structure has not been
excavated to its full length as yet; and architectural
evidence suggests that D1 extends further to west and
to south. Access to D3 is via a twin arcade with round
arches; and the start of another arcade adjoining this
one and extending to the west has been brought to
light. The arcosolium type tomb unearthed in D3 is the
most important find of 2003. The arcosolium is built of
finely dressed stones and is covered by a barrel vault in
an east-west direction and the vault span is bordered
with a two-stepped stone arch in the west. The arcoso-
lium floor at 1.37 m is paved with dressed stones and
the reused stone slabs (upper level is 1.50 m) cover as
lids, the cist burials lying beneath. One of these slabs is
noteworthy for its fine craftsmanship as are the frescoes
behind it on the east wall. The fresco depicts the Virgin
and Child Christ; the Virgin pointing at Christ with her
right hand, a scene known as “Theotokos Hodegetria”.
When the lid of the grave was lifted, it was understood
that the tomb had been used for multiple burials.

To the west of K6 in the northern annex, excavation
went down to the floor that was paved with fine slabs
and the well preserved pavement fragments in opus
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iki tag kemerle sinirlanir. Arkosolium zemininin 1.37 m.
kotta diizglin kesme tasla dosendigi ve Ustlinde yer alan
devsirme tas levhalarin (tst kot 1.50) zemin altindaki
sandik mezarlarin tizerine kapatildigi anlasilmistir. Bun-
lardan kuzey tarafta yer alan bir mezar 6zenli isgiliginin
yani sira, arkada, arkosoliumun dogu duvarinda ayni
hizada yer alan bir fresko nedeniyle dikkati cekmektedir.
Freskoda Meryem ve cocuk Isa tasvir edilmistir; Meryem
sag eli ile oglu Isa’ya isaret eder sekilde tasvir edilmistir;
bu tasvir ikonografide “Theotokos Hodegetria” olarak
tanimlanir. Mezarin tizerindeki tag kapak kaldiriimis ve
icinde birden fazla bireyin gomildigu tespit edilmistir.

Kuzey ek yapinin K6 bolimu batisinda diizgin levha-
larla doseli zemine inilmis ve 0.20 m. kotta opus tesse-
latum tekniginde, iyi durumda giinimiize gelmis bir
doseme fragmani ortaya cikarilmistir. Renkli tesseralar-
la yapilan doseme, dort sivri yaprakli cicek motifi ve ic
ice yerlestirilmis V'lerle bezeli iki pano igerir; batida
ise mermer levhalarla sinirlanir, bu fragmanin 6nceki
kampanyalarda kuzey ek yapinin K5 ve K6 boltimleri
icinde ortaya cikartilan dosemenin devami oldugunu

Plan 1
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tesselatum technique at 0.20 m were exposed. The
pavement with colored tesserae has two panels deco-
rated with four-petal flowers and chevrons and is
bordered with marble slabs to the west. This pavement
is a continuation of the pavement unearthed in K5 and
K6 in previous seasons. The foundation walls and
pavement brought to light in the west show that the first
building to be built here was longer than the present
domed basilica.

In the 2003 campaign numerous small finds were
recovered including ceramics, glass and metal materi-
als dated to the Roman, Byzantine and post-Byzantine
periods. The largest group comprises ceramic finds that
are datable to a wide time-span, from the 1% century
B.C. through to the 19" century.

Ceramics finds from the Late Roman-Early Christian
period include: oil lamps, red slipware and painted
ware. The oil lamps mostly comprise examples of the
Ephesian type. One oil lamp recovered in the 2003
season and dated to the 5th and 6th centuries has a
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kanitlar. Bati alanda tespit edilen dogu-bati yoniindeki
temel duvarlar ile yer dosemesi ilk yapinin kubbeli
bazilikadan daha uzun oldugunu belgeler.

2003 yili calismalarinda Roma, Bizans ve Bizans son-
rasi donemlere tarihlenen seramik, cam ve madenden
tretilmis cok sayida ktigtik buluntu ortaya gikarilmistir.
Kicuk buluntular arasinda seramikler sayisal yogunluk-
lari ve M.O. 1. yy.’dan 19. yy.’a kadar genis bir zaman
dilimine tarihlenmeleriyle dikkati cekmektedir.

Geg¢ Roma-Erken Hiristiyan Donemi’ne ait seramikler
arasinda kandiller, kirmizi astarli ve boyali 6rnekler yer
alir. Kandiller arasinda yogunluk Efes tipi 6rneklerin-
dedir; 2003 sezonunda ortaya cikarilan ve 5. yy.-6.
yy.’lara tarihlenen kandillerden birinin arkasinda ayak
bicimindeki comlekgi isaretine rastlanmaktadir (Res. 2).
Bu isaretinin bulundugu bir 6rnek 1996 yili kazilarinda
ortaya c¢ikarilmisti ve bu yil ikinci bir 6rnek eklendi. Bu
isaretin bulundugu kandillere Efes ve Knidos 6rnekleri
arasinda rastlanmaktadir.

6.-7. yy.'lara tarihlenen boyali seramiklere ait kase,
saklama-isitma kaplari ile testi formundaki kaplara ait
agiz ve kulp parcalari ortaya ¢ikarilmis. Ayrica kirmizi
astarli seramiklere ait kase agiz ve kaide parcalari bu
doneme ait yogun buluntulardir.

Bizans Donemi sirsiz giinlik kullanim kaplari arasinda
kase, saklama-isitma kaplari, kapaklar, testi ve ampho-
ralara ait agiz ve kulp parcalari ile stizgecli testilere ait
agiz ve slizgec parcalari, ayrica unguentariumlara ait
govde ve kaideler ortaya cikarilmigtir. Bunlarin yani
sira K6 yapisi icindeki sondajda -0.75-(-103) kotunda
M.O. 1. - M.S. 2. yy.’a tarihlenen amphora tutamaklari
ve ikiz kulplar ile K6 mekani icindeki sondajda Kos
amphoralarina ait bir 6rnek ortaya cikarilmistir. Ampho-
ra dogu-bati yoniinde yerlestirilmistir; agiz ve dip kismi
bulunmaz ancak kulp baslangicindan ikiz kulplu oldu-
gu anlasilmaktadir. Bu amphora ile birlikte bebek
kafatasina ait kemik parcalari ortaya c¢ikarilmis ve basi
doguya gelecek sekilde yerlestirilen bir iskeletin varligi
tespit edilmistir; iskeletin devami amphora icinde takip
edilmektedir. Amphoranin bati ucunda siyah boyali,
ince cidarli bir kase saglam olarak ortaya cikarilmistir.

2003 yilinda ortaya cikarilan Bizans sirli seramikleri
arasinda ince sgraffito, sgraffito, kazima, champleve-
kazima ve boyama teknikleri ile karsilasilmistir. En
yogun grubu ise Ege Kaplari olusturmaktadir. Bu grup-
ta yer alan kaplardan birinin parcalar tzerinde bir kus
figliriintin basi ve agzinda tasidigi bitki goriilmektedir.
Demre’de onceki yillarda ortaya cikarilan 6rneklerde
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Res. 2 / Fig. 2

potter’s mark shaped as a foot on its back (Fig. 2). The
first example bearing this mark was found in 1996 and
this year a second one was found in our excavations.
Oil lamps with this mark have been found among the
examples from Ephesus and Cnidos.

Among the painted ware from the 6"-7" centuries are
bowls, storage vessels, and rim and handle fragments
belonging to jugs. In addition, rim and base fragments
belonging to the red slipware are among the largest
groups of ceramics from this period.

Among the daily ware from the Byzantine period are
bowls, storage and cooking vessels, lids, and rim and
handle fragments belonging to both jugs and ampho-
rae, and fragments from rims and strainer fragments
belonging to strainer jugs, alongside body and base
fragments belonging to unguentaria. Moreover, at
the -0.75 (-103) level, in the sounding trench in K6
were found amphorae handles and twin handles that
were dated to the period from the 1st century B.C. to
the 2nd century A.D. In this sounding trench was also
found an example of a Kos amphora. This amphora
was placed in an east-west direction and its rim and
base are missing; however, from the springing of the
handle, it is understood to have had a twin handle.
Together with this amphora, a skull belonging to a baby
was also found, and the presence of a skeleton with its
head toward east became clear; the rest of the skeleton
followed the amphora. To the west of the amphora was
found an intact thin walled black colored bowl.

The Byzantine pottery recovered in 2003 included
examples of fine sgraffito, sgraffito, incised ware, cham-
plevé-incision and painted techniques. The largest group
includes Aegean ware, one of which has a bird’s head
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karsilastigimiz bu figiir izmir Arkeoloji Miizesi’ndeki
orneklerde yer alan kazima teknigindeki su kuslar
etrafinda da dikkati cekmektedir. Bunun yani sira tahrip
olmus ancak (zerlerindeki kus ve tavsan figtrlerinin
secilebildigi 6rnekler bulunmaktadir.

2003 yili kazilarinda 5 sikke ele gecirilmistir; Gg
tahrip oldugundan okunamaz; diger iki sikkeden biri
Herakleios ve Herakleios Konstantin (610-641) done-
mine digeri Anonim B grubunda bir sikke olup IV.
Mikael (1034-1041) donemine aittir. Ayrica 6n yizin-
de Theotokos Nikopoia ve arka yuziinde Basmelek
Mikael bustleri bulunan 11. yy.’a ait bir kursun muhur
ortaya ¢ikmuistir.

Kilisenin gtineyindeki mezar odasinda Aziz Nikolaos'un
yasamina ait 16 sahne ve 4 bayram sahnesinin koruma
ve onarim ¢alismalari 2003 yilinda bitirilmistir. Azizin
yasamindan Deniz mucizesi olan “Beytillahim’e Yol-
culuk”un timi, “Cocugu olmayan aileye Nikolaos'un
yardimi” sahnesinden azizin portresi (Res. 3), “isa
Golgota Yolu'nda” sahnesinden bazi figtrler, ayrica
Gclincl glineydogu sapeldeki “Deesis”teki Meryem
figliri ve Piskopos Eleutherios rotuslanmistir.

Res. 3/ Fig. 3
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holding a plant in its beak depicted on the surviving
fragments. This image was also encountered in the
finds from previous years and the closest parallels are
to be seen on examples from the Izmir Archaeological
Museum, showing incised water birds. In addition,
there are also fragments bearing depictions of birds and
rabbits.

The 2003 campaign yielded 5 coins, three of which
are illegible due to damage. Of the two legible coins,
one belongs to the reign of Herakleios and Herakleios
Konstantinos (610-641) while the other is an Anonymous
B and dates to the reign of Mikhael IV (1034-1041). In
addition, a lead seal bearing a depiction of Theotokos
Nikopoia on the obverse and the Archangel Michael on
the reverse, has been dated to the 11" century.

The conservation and repair work concerning the fres-
coes in the burial chamber to the south, that depict 16
scenes from the life of St. Nicholas and 4 feast scenes,
was completed in 2003. The following scenes were
retouched: the entire scene of the “Voyage to Bethle-
hem”, of the sea miracle; the portrait of Saint Nicholas
in scene portraying: “Nicholas assisting the childless
family” (Fig. 3); some figures were retouched in the
scene showing: “lesus on the way to Golgotha”; and
the figures of Mary and the Bishop Eleutherios in the
“Deesis”, painted in the third southeastern chapel.





