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Excavations at the Church of St. Nicholas
in Myra-Demre and the Conservation-Restoration
and Documentation of the Wall Paintings in 2005
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Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanhgi ve Hacettepe Universitesi
adina yiritilen Demre Aziz Nikolaos Kilisesi Kazisi 29
Agustos-21 Ekim 2005 tarihleri arasinda gerceklestirildi.
Bu kampanyada kilisenin kuzeyindeki D yapisi icinde
ve disinda, kuzey avlunun batisindaki dolgu alanda yer
alan yapi kalintilari ici ve disinda; kilisenin kuzey ekin-
deki K6 yapisinin disinda, batida, ayrica kilisenin bati
avlusu glineyindeki E yapisi icinde calisiimistir (Plan 1).

2005 yilinda batidaki dolgu alanda alti agma planland;
bunlardan ticii Piskoposluk ikametgahi’nin bati cephesi
yakinindadir. Bu ac¢malarda altivyonun altinda 1.50/
1.45 m. kottan itibaren baslayan Ortacag Donemi’ne ait

Plan 1 Kazi alani plani 2005
Plan 1 Plan of the excavation area, 2005
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Excavations at the Church of St. Nicholas in Myra-Demre
by Hacettepe University under the auspices of the Min-
istry of Culture and Tourism were conducted from Au-
gust the 29" to October the 21 in 2005. This campaign
covered the work inside and outside Structure D to the
north of the church proper, inside and outside the build-
ing remains in the filled area to the west of the north
courtyard, outside K6 of the northern annex of the
church, as well as Structure E, to the south of the west-
ern courtyard (Plan 1).

Six trenches were planned in the western filled area,
and three of these trenches were in proximity to the
western facade of the Episcopal residence. The medie-
val earth layers in these trenches began to appear at
1.50/1.45 m. under the alluvium and were removed.
Based on the opus sectile and the finely cut flagstone
pavement reached at 0.30/0.40 m., the trenches were
excavated down to 0.30 m. in general. The small finds
from the eastern part came mostly from 1.20-0.90 layer
~the first layer under the alluvium— and 0.80-0.50 m.
layer which mainly produced 7" century items.

In 2005, a total of 17 coins were unearthed and turned
over to the Museum of Anatolian Civilisations in Anka-
ra. Following conservation work, it was understood that
three were from the Roman period and ten from the
Byzantine period while four are illegible.

A trapezoidal wall, partially excavated in 2002 was
entirely exposed in 2005 and the surrounding area was
cleaned. The wall extends in a southwest-northeast di-
rection and has a width of 1.80 m. and a length of 5.70-
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toprak tabakalari kaldinldi. Agmalarda 0.30/0.40 m.
kotunda ortaya ¢ikan opus sectile ve diizgiin levha dose-
meleri dikkate alinarak genelinde 0.30 m. kotuna kadar
inilmistir. Dolgudaki kiictuk buluntular alivyon altinda-
ki ilk toprak tabakasinda, 1.20-0.90 m. kotunda ve 7. yy.
buluntularint iceren 0.80-0.50 m. tabakasinda yogun-
dur.

2005 kazisinda 17 sikke bulunmustur; Ankara Anadolu
Medeniyetleri Miizesi’ne teslim edilen sikkelerin konser-
vasyon sonrasi licliniin Roma, onunun Bizans Dénemi’ne
ait oldugu anlasiimistir; dort sikke okunamaz durumdadir.

2002 yilinda kismen ortaya c¢ikan yamuk dikdortgen
planli bir duvar 2005'te timiyle acilarak cevresinde
temizlik yapilmistir. D yapisina paralel glineybati-kuzey-
dogu yontindeki duvarin eni 1.80 m. boyu 5.70-6.0 m.’
dir. Islevi sorunlu olan duvarin iki 6zelligi dikkati ceker;
duvar yekpare ortilmemistir ve icinde 0.60 m. genisligin-
de, oluk niteliginde bosluk birakilmistir; diger 6zelligi
ise gliney cephesinde yer alan estetik nitelikteki yuvarlak
nistir.

Yamuk duvarin islevini, gevresinde bulunan Mur kiiltiy-
le ilgili veriler ve yapilarla birlikte degerlendirmek gere-
kir; bunlar ezme taslari, mir bitkisinden ¢ikarilan yagin
toplandigi havuz; havuzdan kiink sistemiyle kictk bir
orme kiipte yer alan testilere iletilen yagdir. Havuzun
yaklasik T m. giineydogusundaki kuzey ekin K5 yapisi
yagin kutsandigi sapel (Myrophylion), K6 ise kutsanmis
yagin muhafaza edildigi Myrophylakion’dur (Plan 1).

Plan 2 D yapisi gtiney bolim plani 2005
Plan 2 Plan of the southern part of Structure D, 2005
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6.00 m. This wall of unclear function has two specific
aspects worth noting: it was not built as a single mass
and there is a gap of 0.60 m. width in it as well as an
aesthetic round niche on its south side.

The function of this trapezoidal wall should be consid-
ered together with the data regarding the cult of myrrh
(myrtle) and structures around it: grinding stones, the
pool for collecting the myrtle oil, which is further trans-
ferred to a small built-jar via a pipeline from the pool.
The structure K5 of the northern annex, ca. 1 m. south-
east of the pool, is the chapel (Myrophylion) where the
oil was blessed and the structure K6 is the Myrophylak-
ion which housed the sacred oil (Plan 1).

The work in 2005 in the monumental Structure D in the
western area focused on the central south and north
parts; the doorway 1.50 in width and 0.70 m. in depth
in the south part (D1) was cleaned and the threshold
was found at a depth of 1.25 m.

Anthropologist Assc. Prof. Dr. Y. S. Erdal has identified
family burials in the two chest-type tombs (M1-M2) in
the arcosolium in the southern structure. In 2005, eight
more graves were identified inside and around D1: one
is inside the structure, five adjoin the southern fagade
and two adjoin the western facade (Plan 2). However,
these graves are different from the chest-type burials: the
burial is encircled with horizontally placed tiles at the
bottom and then covered with four or six slabs on top.
All this data indicate the presence of a cemetery of the
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2005'te bati alandaki 25.40x6.70 m. boyutlarindaki anit-
sal D yapisinin giiney orta ve kuzey bolimlerinde cali-
stlmistir; giiney bolimde (D1) yer alan 1.50 m. genislik-
teki ve 0.70 m. derinlikteki kapi acikligr temizlenmis ve
esigin 1.25 m. kotta oldugu anlasiimistir.

Antropolog Dog. Dr. Y. S. Erdal giiney yapida yer alan
arkosoliumun icinde ortaya ¢ikan iki sandik tipi mezarda
(M1-M2) yaptigi calismalar sonucunda aile gomdlerinin
varhigini belgelemistir. 2005 yilinda ise D1 yapisi ici ve
cevresinde sekiz mezar tespit edilmistir; bunlardan biri
yapinin icindedir; besi gliney cephesine, ikisi ise bati
cephesine bitisiktir (Plan 2). Bu 6rnekler sandik tipi me-
zarlardan farkhdir; gomi altta yatay dizili tuglalarla cev-
relenir; Gstte alti veya dort dikdortgen dizgiin tas blok-
la kapatilir. Tim veriler giiney bolimintn ici ve cevre-
sinin manastir kurulusuyla ilgili ‘Locus ad sanctos’ (Azi-
zin yakinindaki yer) niteliginde bir goma alani oldugunu
sergiler. Arkosoliumdaki iki mezarda yatanlarin 12. yy.’
da eski kalintilar tizerinde insa edilen D yapisinin bani-
leri oldugunu dustintyoruz.

Kuzeyde yer alan D3 yapisi icindeki calismalarimizda
3.25 kotta birakilan toprak 0.45 m.’ye kadar bosaltildi-
ginda bati ve kuzeyde 0.30 m. kotta diizgiin zemin do-
semesi ve kuzey duvara bitisik bir kurulus bulunmustur
(Res. 1). Duizgiin kesme tas bloklarla 6rtilen dogu-bat
yoniinde 1.60 m., kuzey-giiney yoniinde 0.80 boyut-
larinda olan kurulusta gtiney-kuzey yonitinde 0.20 m.
eninde bir oluk vardir; bu olugun D3 yapisinin kuzey
cephesindeki ikiz kemeri tagiyan payesi hizasinda yer
almasi dikkati ceker. Ayni alanda kuzey duvara bitisik
biytk boyutlu pithos buluntular bu mekanin gtinltuk
yasamda kullanilmadigi ve bir kilt yeri oldugunu du-
stindurir. Kuzey yapida kiigtik buluntu yogundur; 6nce-
ki yillardaki gibi sirsiz seramik basi ceker (1403 adet);
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‘Locus ad sanctos’ (place near the saint) type, in and
around the southern part. We are of the opinion that
those buried in the arcosolium are the patrons of the
Structure D which was built in the 12" century upon
earlier remains.

In our work at Structure D3 on the north, the earth level
was taken from 3.25 m. down to 0.45 m. In the north
and west parts of the structure, regular floor pavement
was found at 0.30 m. and an installation adjoining the
north wall was uncovered (Fig. 1). This installation was
built with dressed stones and it measures 1.60 m. in an
east-west direction and 0.80 m. in a north-south direc-
tion and there is a canal 0.20 m. in width extending in
a north-south direction. It is worth noting that this canal
is at the same level as the pier supporting the twin arch-
es on the north facade of D3. In the same area, the
remains of a large pithos adjoining the north wall sug-
gest that this place was not meant for daily use but was
rather for cult practices. In the north structure, numer-
ous small finds were uncovered: unglazed pottery, a
quantity of 1403 pieces formed the main find; 564 pie-
ces of glass and 139 pieces of architectural sculptural
fragments (134 pieces recovered from the 0.50-0.40 m.
layer) are also noteworthy. Among the marble finds,
balustrade fragments with open-work comprise the rich-
est group. With the 93 fragments uncovered in 2005,
the total number has reached 314, all belonging to the
Early Christian period. Among the finds, geometric mo-
tifs such as hexagons, squares, chevrons and fish-scale
are quite commony; in addition, vegetal and symbolic
motifs such as crosses are also worthy of note (Fig. 2).

With the six new examples uncovered, the number of
mortars for liturgical purposes has reached 40. One
example uncovered in 2005 stands out with its thin wall

Res. 1 D yapisi kuzey bolim, batidan doguya bakis
Fig. 1 North part of the Structure D, looking from west to east

Res. 2 Delikli levha pargasi
Fig. 2 Screen-balustrade fragment with open-work
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Res. 3 Trapez kesitli levha st
Fig. 3 Trapezoidal piece, placed on top of the balustrade screens

onu 564 cam ve 139 mimari plastik eserler izler (0.50-
0.40 kotta 134 adet). Mermer-tas buluntular arasinda en
zengin tur liturjik islevli delikli levha parcalaridir. 2005’
te eklenen 93 6rnekle 314’e ulasan parcalar Erken Hiris-
tiyanlik Donemi’ne aittir. Buluntular arasinda altigen-
kare-capraz-balik pulu gibi geometrik motifler yogun-
dur; ayrica bitkisel ve hag gibi sembolik motifler dikkati
ceker (Res. 2).

Kazilarda bulunan liturjik islevli, ezme amach kullani-
lan havanlar alti 6rnekle 40’a ulagsmistir. Bu yil ¢ikan
ornekler arasinda ince cidarli, agiz capi (80 cm.) olduk-
¢a buyuk bir ornek dikkati ¢eker. Bu 6rnekler genellikle
cift tutamaklidir ve bezemesizdir.

Andriake’de bircok 6rnegini tanidigimiz trapez kesitli
levha tistt parcalari Antik Donem’e ait akanthus yapra-
g1, yumurta-ok ucu, astragal gibi motiflerle bezenmistir
(Res. 3). Bu pargalar templon kuruluslarindaki levhala-
rin Gstiinde yer alir.

2005'te bir mezarda ortaya ¢ikan bronz hac réliker kapa-
81 (Res. 4) kazima teknigiyle yapilmis 11.-12.yy.’a ait bir
ornektir; hagin yatay kol uglarinda tasvir edilen kagiklar
mur kaltayle ilgilidir.

Kilisenin bati avlusunu glineyden sinirlayan iki katli E
yapisinin alt katindaki ¢alismalarimiza devam ederek
bati ugtaki son tonozlu mekani topraktan arindirdik; bati
duvar ekseninde dikdortgen bir nis yer alir; E yapisinin
icten uzunlugu 20 m.’dir. Yapi iginde 0.80-0.50 m. kot
arasi baglayan toprakta sekiz agma bitirilmistir. Bu agma-
lardan en 6nemlisi bati duvar 6ntindedir; burada yapi-
lan 1.30x1.30 m.’lik sondajda +0.60 m. kottan (-0.30)
kota inilmistir. Sondajda harg yatagiyla birlikte bulunan
40 adet gri harch renkli opus tesselatum doseme frag-
manin yani sira 935 renkli tessera bulunmustur. Tessera-
lar genelinde beyaz mermerdir; tas tesseralar ise bordo,
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and wide mouth (diameter 80 cm.) - quite a large size.
These generally have two lugs and carry no decoration.

The trapezoidal elements used on top of the balustrade
plaques, many examples of which are known from
Andriake, are decorated with motifs of Antiquity such as
acanthus leaves, egg-and-dart or astragal (Fig. 3). These
pieces were placed on top of the balustrades in tem-
plons.

A reliquary cross lid of bronze was found in a grave in
2005 and its incised decoration indicates the 11%-12%
century; the spoons depicted at the ends of the horizon-
tal cross arms are related to the cult of the myrrh.

Our work at the ground floor of the Structure E, which
borders the western courtyard of the church on the
south, entailed the removal of the deposit in the last
vaulted room on the west; here, there is a rectangular
niche on the axis of the western wall and the Structure
E measures 20 m. long on the inside. Work in the struc-
ture covered eight trenches starting at 0.80-0.50 m.
level. The most important of these eight trenches was
that before the western wall: a sounding of 1.30x1.30 m.
dug here took the ground level from +0.60 m. down to
-0.30 m. This sounding yielded 40 fragments of col-
oured opus tesselatum with grey mortar bond as well as
935 pieces of tesserae. The tesserae in general, are of
white marble, while the stone tesserae are of burgundly,
black, dark grey, tan and light brown colour. In the same
sounding 261 pieces of inlay (geometric ones include
square, rectangle, triangle, circle and semi-circles while
the vegetal ones include leaves with saw teeth and pet-
als) were uncovered that are comparable to the finds
from the Sarachane. These marble inlaid pieces are of
dark and light green (verde antico), yellow, burgundy
(Pavonazetto, Porfido Rosso), white (Prokonnessos) and
white-grey (Hymettos) colour.

For the announcement of the completion of the conser-
vation and restoration work on the wall paintings cover-
ing the life of St. Nicholas in the burial chamber on the

Res. 4 Bronz hag roliker kapagi
Fig. 4 Bronze reliquary cross lid
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siyah, koyu gri, taba, acik kahverengidir. Ayni sondajda
ortaya ¢ikan 261 adet geometrik (kare, dikdortgen, tcgen,
daire, yarim daire) veya bitkisel (testere disli yaprak, tac
yapragi) kakma Sarachane buluntulariyla karsilastirilabi-
linir. Mermer kakmalar koyu ve acik yesil (verde antico),
sar1, bordo (Pavonazetto, Porfido Rosso), beyaz (Prokon-
nesos), beyaz-gri (Hymettos) renklidir.

2005 yilinda kilisenin glineyindeki mezar odasinda yer
alan Aziz Nikolaos’un yasamina ait duvar resimleri ona-
rim ve koruma galismalarinin bitirilmesini bilim diinya-
sina tanitmak amaciyla bir acilis toplantisi yapilmistir.
Yapinin glineyindeki mezar odasinda yer alan Aziz Niko-
laos’un yasam Oykiist diinyada tek olmasi nedeniyle ayri
bir deger tasir. Bu sahneler arasinda “Aziz Nikolaos'un
Basileios'u Araplardan Kurtarmasi” tasvirinde Basileios’un
ailesinin Aziz'e tesekkiirl (Res. 5) sahnesi dikkati ceker.
Bu etkinligi gerceklestirmemizi saglayan Ko¢ Holding
Seref Baskani Rahmi M. Kog ve Alexander Onasis Vakfi
Bagkani Antonius Dimitrokallis yaptiklari konusmalarla
bizi onurlandirmiglardir.
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Res. 5 Giiney mezar odasi, Aziz Nikolaos'un Basileios'u
Araplardan Kurtarmasi

Fig. 5 South burial chamber, “St. Nicholas saving the Basileios
from the Arabs”

south, a reception was held in 2005. As this life cycle is
unique, it is of utmost importance. Among the scenes
depicted here, “Saint Nicholas saving the Basileios from
the Arabs” including the depiction of “the Basileios’
family thanking St. Nicholas” is noteworthy (Fig. 5). We
were honoured by the speeches delivered by Rahmi
M. Kog, the Honorary President of the Ko¢ Group of
Companies, and Antonius Dimitrokallis, the President of
the Alexander Onassis Foundation, who both contribut-
ed to the implementation of the conservation and resto-
ration of these wall paintings.





