Soloi/Pompeiopolis 2006 Kazilar

Excavations at Soloi/Pompeiopolis in 2006

Remzi YAGCI

12.07.2006 tarihinde baslanmis olan Soli /Pompeiopolis
kazi galigmalari 1 uzman arkeolog, 1 Mimarlik Tarihi
Profesorti, T mimar, 1 harita miuhendisi, 1 restorator, 8
arkeolog, 3 arkeoloji 6grencisi ve 20 isci ile 13 Temmuz-
15 Agustos 2006 tarihleri arasinda strdtrtlmistir.

A. Siitunlu Cadde:

Bu yil yapilan ¢alismalarin baslica amaci: 2005 kazi
sezonunda E-F 41 plankarelerinde aciga ¢ikarilan opus
sectile tabanin E-F serisinde genisletilerek siitunlu cad-
denin 1.S. VI. yy/daki kullanimini, &zellikle de F 41
agmasinda agiga ¢ikarilan mimari yapilanmanin siitunlu
caddenin orijinal mimarisi ile baglantili olup olmadigini
anlamakti. Bir digeri ise, ileri yillarda yapilacak olan
mimari restorasyon igin veri (kazi, ¢izim ve belgeleme)
toplamak olmustur. Bu amacla cadde boyunca belirle-
nen plan karelerde calisiimistir.

E-F 40 - E-F 39:

2005 kazi sezonunda E-F 41 a¢cmasinda bulunan Erken
Bizans Dénemi opus sectilesinin kesin olarak tarihlene-
bilmesi ve mimari kontekstinin agiga ¢ikarilmasi amaci
ile E-F 39 ve E-F 40 plankarelerinde kazi calismalari
gerceklestirilmistir. Ozellikle F serisinde bulunan mima-
ri kalintilarin stitunlu caddenin Bizans Dénemi’nde de
etkin bir kullanim gordiigiine isaret etmektedir. Antik
Roma diikkanlarinin giris kapilari Bizans Donemi’nde
icleri oriilerek daha genis mekanlar olusturuldugu anla-
silmaktadir. 525 (terminus post quem) yillarinda yasanan
deprem sonucunda mekan (olasilikla diikkan) duvarla-
rinin yikildigi anlasiimaktadir. ileride agilmasi planla-
nan dikkanlar simdiki durumda caddenin dogusundan
gegen yolun altinda kalmistir. Bu mimari yapilanmanin
altinda E-F 41 agmas! ile benzerlik gdsteren opus sectile
ye 5.55 m. kotunda ulagiimistir. Restorasyon ekibi tara-
findan temizligi yapilan tabanin fotograflarinin ¢ekimi
ve mimari ¢izim c¢alismalarinin tamamlanmasindan
sonra ileride teshir edilmek lzere jeotekstil ile ortlilerek
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The 2006 campaign at Soli/Pompeiopolis lasted from
July the 13% to August the 15" and the team comprised:
1 specialist archaeologist, 1 professor of architectural
history, 1 architect, 1 cartography engineer, 1 restorer,
8 archaeologists, 3 students of archaeology and 20
workers.

A. The Colonnaded Street:

This year’s excavations aimed mainly at clarifying the 6th
century A.D. period of the colonnaded street by expos-
ing more of the opus sectile that was uncovered in E-F41
grid-squares in 2005 by extending in the E and F series,
and in particular, clarifying if there was any connection
between the architecture uncovered in F41 and the
original architecture of the colonnaded street. Another
aim of this campaign was to gather data (excavation,
drawings and documentation) that will facilitate future
architectural restorations. Consequently work progressed
in these grid-squares along the street.

E-F 40 - E-F 39:

In order to date precisely the Early Byzantine opus
sectile pavement uncovered in grid-squares E-F 41 in
2005 and to clarify the architectural context to which it
belongs, excavations were undertaken in grid-squares E-
F 39 and E-F 40. The architectural remains, especially in
the F series, indicate the extensive use of the colonnaded
street during the Byzantine period. The doorways of the
ancient Roman shops were blocked and larger spaces
were created. As a results of an earthquake in 525 (ter-
minus post quem) the walls of this large space (possibly
a shop) fell down. The shops that are planned to be
uncovered in the future lie beneath the road passing east
of the street at present. An opus sectile pavement, similar
to that in E-F 41, was reached at the 5.55 m. level. This
pavement was cleaned, photographed and documented
by the restoration team; then, it was covered with geo-
textile for protection before its future display (Fig. 1).
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Res. 1/ Fig. 1

koruma altina alinmistir (Res. 1). Arkeolojik verilere gore:
Soli/Pompeiopolis siitunlu caddesinde (cardo maximus)
deprem olana degin geometrik ve figiirlii mozaik ile gok
renkli ve geometrik (licgen, gokgen ve dairesel) bezeme-
li opus sectile taban dosemesi eszamanh kullaniimistir.

C 20-C 21:

Bu agmalarda kazilarla situnlu caddenin restorasyonu-
na yonelik olarak mimari parcalarin agiga ¢ikariimasi
amaglanmistir. Kazi calismalart sonucunda caddenin bu
plankarelerde Roma Doénemi blokajinin ge¢ donemde
tahrip edildigi ve acilan bu tahrip cukuru igerisinde
mimari parcalarin bulundugu gozlemlenmistir.

C 48:

C 48 acmasinda, onceki yillarda bulunan ve Mer-
sin Miizesi'ne teslim edilen mermer heykellerin eksik
parcalarint bulabilmek amaci ile kazi c¢alismalarina
5.00x5.00 m. dlgllerindeki alanda 5.38 m. seviyesinden
baglamistir. 4.65 m. seviyesinde mermer bir heykele ait,
elinde phiale tutan bir el parcasi bulunmustur.

D 20:

C 20 plankaresinde dogu portikoya ait stylobati aciga
¢ikarmak amaciyla kazi caligmalarina (5.00x3.00 m.
oOlculerindeki bir alanda) baglanmistir. 5.33 m. seviye-
sinden baslanan kazi g¢aligmalari sonucunda dogu por-
tikoya gecisi saglayan basamaklar bulunmustur. Ayrica
Bizans Donemi’nde sehre su saglayan kiink siralarinin
da stylobat lizerine insa edildigi gézlenmistir. D 20
agmasinin kazi ¢alismalarina 4.32 m. seviyesinde son
verilmistir (Res. 2).
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Archaeological evidence indicates geometric and figu-
rative mosaic pavement was used simultaneously with
the polychrome and geometric (triangles, polygons and
circles) opus sectile until the earthquake.

C 20-21:

The excavations in these grid-squares aimed at exposing
architectural pieces for future restoration of the street.
Excavations revealed the Roman period blockage of the
street in this area was later destroyed and architectural
pieces were found in this pit.

C 48:

Excavations in this grid-square aimed at finding the miss-
ing parts of statues that had been uncovered in previous
campaigns that were handed over to Mersin Museum.
The work began at the 5.38 m. level in a trench of
5.00x5.00 m. and, at the 4.65 m. level a marble hand
holding a phiale, belonging to a statue was uncovered.

D 20:

In order to expose the stylobate of the east por-
tico in grid-square D 20, work was started in a trench
5.00x3.00 m. at the 5.33 m. level. At the end, the steps
leading into the eastern portico were found. In addition
it was observed that the water pipes of Byzantine period
were built on the stylobate. The work stopped at 4.32 m.
level in D 20 (Fig. 2).

B. The Soli Héyiik:

The 2006 excavations at Soli Hoyiik were conducted
in trenches G 8, E6 and H 7 and the service paths
between E7/E6, E7/F7, F7/F8, G7/F7, G8/GY,

Res. 2/ Fig. 2
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B. Soli Hoyiik:

2006 Soli Hoyiik kazi ¢aligmalari: G 8, E 6, H 7 agmala-
rvekE7/E6,E7/F7,F7/F8, G7/F7,G8/G9, D7/D6,
G7/M7,F8/G8, F9/G9 ve D 7/E7 acmalari arasinda
kalan servis yollarinda gergeklestirilmistir. Servis yolla-
rinin kaldirilma nedeni, dogal nedenlerle (yagmur, sel
vh.) kesitlerde olusan yikim ve bozulmalar ile islevle-
rini yitirmesi ve bu agmalar iginde kalan ge¢ donem
(Helenistik, Roma) mimarisinin ayrintili olarak c¢izilerek
belgelenmesidir.

G 8:

G 8 kazi calismalarindaki amac: G 9 agmasinda 6zel-
likle Hitit stratigrafisine ait mimari yapilarin (15.88 m. A
duvari, Hitit Ge¢ imparatorlugu Dénemi’ne ait) ve taba-
kalarin bu agmada da devamlilik derecesinin saptanip
bir kontekst elde etmekti. Hitit stratigrafisinin 6zellikle
bu yamag agmalarindaki énemi; hoyiigiin Gst seviyele-
rinde Roma, Helenistik, Klasik, Arkaik, ve Demir Devri
stratigrafilerinin net bir sekilde belirlenmesi ile yamacta
yer alan bu plan karede, Hitit Donemi gibi erken dénem
tabakalarinin kontekstinin aciga ¢ikarilabilmesiydi.

G 8 agmasinin G 9 plankaresiyle arasindaki servis yolu-
nun kaldirlmasiyla G 9 acmasindaki Hitit Ge¢ impara-
torluk Dénemi’ne ait 15.88 m. kotlu duvarin G 8'de de
2005 yilinda bulunan 16.11 m. kotlu duvari altindaki
tek sira dere tagi dizisinin devam tespiti icin agilmasiyla
ortaya gikan 15.86 m. yikinti duvariyla bir mekan olus-
turabilecegi gorilmustir.

16.59 m. duvarr altindan 15.55 m. kotunda kaide par-
calari halinde bir arada yer alan kaba ve ¢ogunlukla
actk kap parcalarina ve birbirine karismis kemiklere
rastlanmistir. Bir kontekst halinde saptanan kemik parca-
lari ¢ikarilmadan cevresi acilmis ve ayni seviyede baski
ylizU islenmemis tas skarabe ve yaninda oksitlenmis bir
bronz igne bulunmustur (Res. 3). Cikan bej astarli urne
parcalari ve s6z konusu buluntular, dagilmis bir yerlesim
ici gdbminin varhigini ortaya koymustur. Mezarin giine-
yinde 15.45 m. kotunda kil kalintilarina (kuzey kesitten
82 cm. ile 1.25 cm. arasi) rastlanmis ve gébmi tipinin
kremasyon oldugu anlasiimistir. Bu buluntulara gore:
Olen kisi olasilikla 6nce keten bir beze sarilip igneyle
bez tutturularak 6l yakilip armaganlari ve sunulari
ile birlikte bir urne iginde gémilmistir. Kil kalintilari
yanindan pismis topraktan bulla (Res. 3) ve hayvana ait
on bacak kemigi yaninda deniz kabugundan yapilmis,
tizeri siyah seritli boncuk (15.36 m.) bulunmustur. Bulu-
nan hieroglif yaziti ve buluntular mezarin bir kadina ait
oldugunu gostermektedir. 1.0. 14. yy. kontekstinde cikan
bulla tizerindeki hieroglif yazi halen Prof. Dr. A. Dingol
tarafindan calisilmaktadir. On bilgiye gére: bulla tniktir.
Hitit dinyasinda “kral esi-tavananna” “buyik kiz” gibi
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D7/D6, G7/H7, F8/GS8, F9/G9 and D 7/E 7. The
service paths were removed as they had lost their func-
tion due to the deformation of the profiles, from rain-
fall, flood etc., and in order to document in detail the
later Hellenistic and Roman period architecture in the
trenches.

G 8:

The target of excavations at G 8 was to identify the
context and continuity of the Hittite stratigraphy and
architecture (wall A at 15.88 m. dating from the Hittite
Late Imperial period) from G 9 and the importance of
the Hittite stratigraphy especially in these slope trenches.
With the clear identification of Roman, Hellenistic,
Classical, Archaic and Iron Age strata in the upper parts
of the mound, the aim was to clarify the context of earlier
strata such as dating from the Hittite period in this grid-
square on the slope.

With the removal of the service path between G 8 and
G 9, and with further excavation at G 8 to uncover the
single row of creek stones under the wall at 16.11 m.,
a destroyed wall was exposed at 15.86 m.; and it was
understood that the wall at 15.88 m. in G 9 of the Hittite
Late Imperial period could form a room with the wall at
15.86 m. in G 8.

Under the wall at 16.59 m., at 15.55 m., fragments
mainly belonging to coarse and open vessels and mixed
bones were found together as parts of a base. As these
bones were found in context, their surroundings were
cleaned first and a ‘stone scarab’” with an un-worked
seal face and an oxidised ‘bronze pin” were found at
the same level (Fig. 3). Fragments belonging to an urn
with beige slip and the abovementioned finds indicate
a destroyed in-city burial. To the south of this burial,
ash residue was found at the 15.45 m. level (between
82 cm. and 1.25 m. thick on the north profile) and the
burial was identified as ‘cremation’. These finds sug-
gest that the deceased was wrapped with a flax textile
fastened with a bronze pin and then cremated; the
ashes were then placed in an urn together with gifts and
offerings. Beside the ash residue, a baked clay ‘bulla’ at
15.43 m. (Fig. 3) and a fore limb bone of an animal, as
well as a seashell ‘bead” with a black band at 15.36 m.
were uncovered. The hieroglyphs on the bulla and the
finds indicate a female burial. The bulla was recovered
within a 14" century B.C. context and its hieroglyphs are
being studied by Prof. Dr. A. Dingol. According to pre-
liminary observations this is a unique bulla. Such bullae
are known to have belonged to important women such
as the tawannanna and the eldest daughter in the Hittite
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Res. 3/ Fig. 3

kisilere ait oldugu gorilen bu tip bullalar, Soli 6rneginde
mesleksiz ve unvansizdir. Bu durumda ayri bir grupta ele
alinmasi gerekmektedir. Uzerindeki “A” isareti iyilik sim-
gesidir. Skarabe, Soli’nin Hitit imparatorluk Dénemi’nde
(I.O. 14. yy.) Misir ile iliskili oldugunu vurgulamaktadir.
Ayni mezarda 15.43 m. kotunda bulunan Hitit bullasinin
hemen kuzey yoniinde amorf bir Kibris “White Slip 1"
stit kabi govde pargasina rastlanmistir (15.45-15.32 m.).

E 6:

E6 acmasi iginde seviye indirme galismalarina baslan-
mistir. 2005 yili kazi sezonunda E 6 agmasi iginde agilan
sondajda yapilan calismalar sonucu ortaya c¢ikarilan
17.82 m. kotundaki kiregtasi bloklardan olusan platfor-
mun devamliligini gorebilmek amaciyla kazi ¢alismala-
rina baslanmustir.

19.59/19.39 m. seviyeleri arasinda I.O. 7. ve 6. yy.'a ait
seramik buluntularinin agirlikta oldugu gézlemlenmistir.
Arkaik Donem pembemsi astar lizerine kirmizi renkte
yatay bantlarin oldugu govde parcalari, agiz kismi bant
seklinde kirmizi boyal agiz parcalari ve Orta Demir
Donemi’ne ait devetiliyli ve sarimtrak devetliyl astar
Uzerine kahverengi yatay bant ve seritlerin oldugu govde
parcalari, 7. yy. devetliyii astar tizerine kahverengi boyali
dis bordiiri kalin konsantrik dairenin bir bélimu korun-
mus govde parcasi ve 1 adet ionia Kasesi agiz pargasi
onemli seramik buluntulari arasindadir (Res. 4).
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world normally carry a title and profession — which is
not the case for the Soli example. Therefore, it has to be
considered within another group. The A sign symbolises
goodness. The scarab provides evidence for the connec-
tion of Soli with Egypt during the Hittite Imperial period
(14" century B.C.). In the same burial, just to the north
of the Hittite bulla, a body fragment of an amorphous
milk vessel of Cypriote White Slip Il (15.45-15.32 m.)
was found.

E 6:

Work in E 6 started by lowering the level. In the 2005
campaign, a platform of limestone blocks was uncov-
ered at 17.82 m. in the sounding trench dug here.
Consequently, excavations were initiated here to deter-
mine the extent of this platform.

Between 19.59-19.39 m., potshards of 7"-6" centuries
B.C. were found. Amongst the important ceramic finds
were body fragments with red horizontal bands on pink-
ish slip, rim fragments with painted red bands dating
from the Archaic period; body fragments with brown
horizontal bands on buff or yellowish buff coloured slip
of the Middle Iron Age; a body fragment with partially
preserved concentric circle painted in brown on buff
coloured slip of the 7% century B.C.; and a rim fragment
from an ‘lonian bowl” (Fig. 4).
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20.35 m. seviyesindeki Roma Donemi savunma duvari-
nin kesitlerinin diizeltme calismasi sirasinda kesit icinde
18.54 m. kotunda krem astar lizerinde omuz bolimiinde
kirmizi yatay bantlar ve dalga motifi bulunan Arkaik
Donem bir oinokhoe (Res. 5) tam olarak bulunmus-
tur. Acmanin kuzeybati kosesinden 2.60 m. uzaklik-
ta (17.93 m.) Hellenistik Dénem sarimtirak devetlyi
astarli bir tim testi bulunmustur. Testinin ¢evresindeki
buluntular arasinda Hellenistik Dénem’e ait daldirma ve
kirmizi firnisli kaplara ait pargalarin yogunlukta oldugu
gozlemlenmistir.

17.80 m. kotunda tek sira halinde Helenistik Dénem
kirectasi bloklar ele ge¢cmistir. Testinin bu taban tizerinde
bulunmasi nedeniyle in situ’dur (Res. 5). Agmanin bati
kesitini diizeltme caligmasi sirasinda 17.42 m. kotunda
tama yakin Hellenistik Dénem daldirma firnisli kase
ele gecmisti. E 6 acmasindaki caligmalar 17.80 m.
kotundaki Hellenistik Donem’e ait kiregtasi platformun
bulunmasiyla sonlandirilmistir.

Res. 5/ Fig. 5
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! Res. 4 / Fig. 4

During the clearing of the profiles of the Roman defence
wall at the 20.35 m. level, an Archaic oinochoe with
cream slip and red horizontal bands and wave motifs on
shoulder was found intact at the 18.54 m. level (Fig. 5).
2.60 m. away from the northwest corner of the trench an
intact Hellenistic jug with a yellowish buff coloured slip
was found at 17.93 m. fragments belonging to dipped
red burnished ware vessels from the Hellenistic period
were found amongst the finds from around the jug.

At the 17.80 m. level, a single row of Hellenistic lime-
stone blocks were uncovered. The jug was uncovered
in situ on this floor (Fig. 5). During the clearing of the
west profile of the trench, an almost complete Hellenistic
dipped burnished bow! was uncovered at the 17.42 m.
level. Work in E 6 stopped with the uncovering of the
Hellenistic limestone platform at 17.80 m.
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Res. 6/ Fig. 6

E 7/F 7 Servis Yolu:

Roma savunma duvarinin devami olan 20.61 m. kotun-
da duvar ortaya ¢ikarilmistir. Bu duvar lzerinden gelen
seramik buluntulari arasinda Klasik Dénem’e ait siyah
firnisli iki adet govde pargasi bulunmaktadir. 20.70 m.
kotunda F 7 acmasinin, E 7-F 7 servis yoluyla birlesen
kuzey kesitinde Klasik Donem kirmizi figiir tekniginde
yapilmis Satyr ve Mainad’in betimlemeli gbvde pargasi
ele ge¢cmistir (Res. 6).

Sonug olarak: Soli Hoylk'te 2001 yili hava fotogra-
finda da goruldiigu tzere, plankare sistemine gore
(5.00x5.00 m.) olusturulan agmalar arasindaki servis
yollari, 2001’den 2006 yilina kadar olusan dogal bozul-
malar (sel, ¢okiintii vb.) ve Helenistik-Roma mimarisinin
tamamen aciga ¢ikarilmasi gerekliligi nedeniyle 2006
yilinda sistematik olarak kaldiriimistir ve Soli Hoyuk'teki
agmalarin son durumu bir bitiin olarak yeniden gizil-
mistir. Ust tabakalarda malzemenin karisik cikmasi,
savunma amagli kullanilan hdyiigiin Roma ve daha geg
donem tahribatlari gostermektedir. Daha alt tabakalar-
da Hitit stratigrafisi 6nceki yillarda bulunan konteks-
tin devami niteliginde olan yan agmalarda calisilmis,
ozellikle 1.0. 14. yy. Hitit imparatorluk Dénemi anitsal
mimari gevresinde yogunlasiimistir.
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E 7/F 7 Service Path:

The wall uncovered at 20.61 m. is a continuation of
the Roman defence wall. Among the ceramic finds
from this wall are two body fragments belonging to
black burnished wares from the Classical period. At the
20.70 m. level, on the north profile of F 7 which joins
the E7/F 7 service path, a body fragment decorated
with red figure technique was found: this fragment from
the Classical period carries depictions of a Satyr and
Maenad (Fig. 6).

Conclusions:

As seen in the aerial photograph of Soli Hoyiik, the serv-
ice paths formed since 2001 between the grid-square
trenches of 5.00x5.00 m. were removed systematically
in 2006 due to the deformation caused to them by the
elements (flood, collapse etc.) and the necessity to com-
pletely expose the Roman-Hellenistic architecture; and,
in 2006, the trenches were redrawn as a whole. As the
finds were mixed in the upper layers, it is understood
that this defensive mound was damaged during the
Roman and later periods. The Hittite stratigraphy in the
lower layers was explored in neighbouring trenches in
order to identify the context and the work focused on
the monumental architecture of the 14" century Hittite
Imperial period.





