Tarsus Roma Hamami Kazilar

Excavations at the Roman Baths in Tarsus

stk ADAK-ADIBELLI

Tarsus’ta “Alttan Gecme” olarak da bilinen Roma
Hamami’na ait kalintilar, sehrin hemen merkezinde yer
almaktadir. Yapinin inga tarihi tam olarak bilinmemek-
le birlikte, Tarsus Donuktas Tapinagi’nda oldugu gibi,
opus caementicium tekniginde yapilmistir. Tapinagin 1.S.
2. yy. sonlarina tarihlendigini goz éniinde bulundurarak,
hamami da kabaca 1.S. 2-3. yy/lara tarihlemek miim-
kiinddr.

So6zi edilen kalintilarin atil vaziyetten kurtarilip kilti-
rel miras olarak geri kazanilabilmesi yoniinde Tarsus
Miize Mudirltgl tarafindan hazirlanan bir proje, Ber-
dan Tarih ve Kiltir Varliklarini Koruma Vakfi ve Tarsus
Belediyesi'nin katkilar ile 2004 yilinda uygulamaya
konulmustur. Proje kapsaminda plan ve rélevesi ¢ikari-
lan hamam biiyiik 6lciide tahrip edildigi icin goriinist
itibari ile gercek islevini yansitmaktan cok uzaktir.
Giinlimizde binanin saglam kalan duvarlari, dogu-bati
dogrultulu biyiik (1 nolu duvar) ve onu ortadan kesen
gliney-kuzey yonli kiiglik (2 nolu duvar) duvardan
olusmaktadir (Res. 1). Kiiglik duvarin tizerinde ise batiya
dogru uzanan kubbe kalintisi mevcuttur. S6z konusu
duvarlar, icinde bulunduklari park alanini 3 ayri bolgeye
ayirmaktadir. 1 nolu duvarin kuzeybatisi ve kubbe alti 1.
bolge; kuzeydogusu 2. bolge; glineyi ise 3. bolge olarak
adlandinimistir.

Galismalarda oncelikli olarak binanin ayakta kalabilmis
tugla ve Roma betonundan olusan duvarlari yabanci
unsurlardan kurtariimistir. Bdylece ilk etapta kalinti
tzerindeki yabani ot, agag, harg, siva, boya ve modern
beton eklentilerin temizligi yapilmis, acikta olan park
alaninin etrafi tel gitle gevrilmis, ardindan sondaj kazi-
sina baslanmistir. Burada amag¢ hem yapinin zeminine
ulasmak ve su an sadece kiitlesel birka¢ duvardan
olusan kalintiya gercek kimligini kazandirmak, hem de
stratigrafik verilerden yola ¢ikarak binanin insa tarihini
ve yuzyillar igerisinde gegirdigi evreleri mimkin oldu-
gunca tespit edebilmektir. Bu dogrultuda tnite sistemi ile
yaptigimiz kazilarda elde edilen bulgularin degerlendir-
mesi ise sOyledir:

Known locally as “Alttan Geg¢me”, literally “passing
under”, the Roman baths of Tarsus are located in the city
centre. Although its construction date is not known, it
was built employing the opus caementicium technique,
as was the Donuktas temple. As the temple was dated to
the late 2" century, it is possible to date these baths to
the 2M-3' centuries.

A project was prepared by the Tarsus Museum Directorate
in order to retain these remains as cultural heritage and
with the financial support of the Berdan Foundation for
the Protection of Historical and Cultural Treasures and
support from the Tarsus Municipality, the project was
inaugurated in 2004. Within the project framework, the
plans were prepared; however, as the structure is in
a very poor condition, its appearance does not in any
way reflect its function. The only standing walls are the
large wall (no. 1) in an east-west direction and the small
north-south wall (no. 2) intersecting the large wall in the
middle (Fig. 1). The small wall also carries the remains of
a dome stretching westward. These walls divide the park
area in which they stand into three parts; thus, the area

Res. 1 Tarsus Roma Hamami giiney cephesi (1 nolu duvar)

Fig. 1 Southern facade of the Roman Baths in Tarsus (Wall no. 1)
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Res. 2 1 nolu sondaj ve islikler

Fig. 2 Sounding no. 1 and work-areas

1. Bolge: Bu alanda 2004 ve 2006 yillarinda iki adet
sondaj acilmistir (1 ve 4B nolu agmalar). Sondajla-
rin Ust katmanlarinda oldukga tahrip olmus duvar ve
zemin kalintilari bulunmustur. Ge¢ Osmanli Dénemi’ne
tarihlenebilecek kalintilar, carsi icinde kalan yapinin
korunakli ic mekanlarina insa edilmis olan dikkan ve
benzeri kullanimlara ait olmalidir. Kaldirilan bu tabaka-
nin altinda ortaya ¢ikan islik kalintilari (Res. 2) ve yogun
kil toprak bir dnceki evrede kazdigimiz alanin kulla-
nim amacinin degistigini gostermektedir ve bu noktadan
itibaren -450/-577 cm. arasindaki farkli katmanlardan 4
adet in situ firin kalintisi ortaya gikartlmistir. Firinlarin
cevresinden ele gecen yogun cam pastasi ve ciirufu,
kirtk cam pargalari ve igerisinde cam eriyiklerinin oldu-
gu bagka firin pargalari bunlarin cam firinlarr oldugunu
gostermektedir. En alt kotta bulunan 4 nolu firinin bulun-
dugu tabakadan ele gegen seramik, kandil vb. bulun-
tular, tabakayr 9-10. yy.lara tarihlememize olanak ver-
mektedir. Bu ayni zamanda hamamda ortagag boyunca
devam eden cam iretim geleneginin de baslangic tarihi
olarak kabul edilebilir. Son firin kalintisinin bulundugu
tabakalanin altindan -600 cm. derinlikte beton zemin ve
yaklasik 80 cm. kalinliginda dolgu kaldirilmis, -690 cm.
derinlige inildiginde hamamin sicaklik bolimiindeki
havuz zeminine, -785 cm. derinlikte ise hypokaust siste-
minin bulundugu alt yapiya ulasiimistir (Res. 5).

2. Bolge: Buradaki ilk calismamiz 1. nolu sondaj ile 2
nolu bolge arasinda sinir kabul ettigimiz i¢ kemer agik-
linda yapilmigtir. Oncelikli olarak kilit bolimii tahrip
olan kemerin tepe noktasina 5 adet gelik gerdirme gubu-
gu takilmis, alt kismi ise ahsap ayaklar ile desteklenmis-
tir. Kazi galismalarinda ise ilk etapta kireg tasi duvar ve
zemin kalintilart ortaya ¢ikmistir. Bu kahintilar 1. nolu
sondajin Ust kotlarinda belirledigimiz Ge¢ Osmanh

OTHER REPORTS

to the northwest of the wall no. 1 and under the dome is
the Area 1; the area to the northeast is the Area 2; and
the area to the south is the Area 3.

In our work, firstly, the remaining brick and Roman con-
crete walls were cleaned of foreign elements, the weeds,
trees, mortar, plaster, paint, and modern concrete on
the remains were removed and the open park area was
fenced off; then sounding excavations were begun. Our
aim was to reach the floor level of the structure in order
to identify its stratigraphy, to facilitate its dating and his-
tory as well as to reveal its real identity. The finds from
the excavations conducted with the unit system are
assessed as follows:

Area 1: Two soundings were dug here in 2004 and 2006
(trenches nos. 1 and 4B). In the top layers of the sound-
ings, badly damaged walls and floorings were uncov-
ered. These may belong to shops and other spaces dating
from the late Ottoman period, built into the sheltered
parts of the structure. When this layer was removed, the
remains of work areas emerged (Fig. 2); the earth here
contained extensive ash, indicating a change in the func-
tion of the area. Starting from this point, four different
kilns in situ were uncovered from the -450 cm. to the
-577 cm. level. The small finds from these kilns included
glass paste, glass slag, glass fragments and other kiln
wastes containing molten glass clearly showing that
these were glassmaking kilns. Potshards, oil lamps etc.
recovered from the layer of the fourth kiln at the bottom
allowed a date in the 9"-10" centuries to be proposed.
This date can also be considered the starting date for the
glass production that continued through the Middle Ages
in these Roman baths. Under the layer of the last kiln,
at -600 cm., a concrete floor and a filling 80 cm. thick
were removed; then at the -690 cm. level, the floor of
the pool in the caldarium was reached; and at the -785
cm. level, the infrastructure containing the hypocaust
was reached (Fig. 5).

Area 2: Our first work here was conducted on the arch
span constituting the border between sounding trench
no. 1 and Area 2. First of all, five steel tension rods
were placed to the top of the arch whose keystone was
damaged and the lower parts were supported by timber
posts. The first finds from the excavations here included
a limestone wall and floor remains. These had the same
character as the late Ottoman period level uncovered in
sounding no. 1 and contained a mishmash of badly dam-
aged walls. About 150 cm. below these walls, at the -556
cm. level, an opus sectile floor, which we think belonged
to a later phase of the baths, was uncovered (Fig. 4).
The quite well-preserved flooring continued across the
trench and possibly extended into the unexcavated areas
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Res. 3 3 nolu bélgede yiiriitiilen sondaj ¢alismalari

Fig. 3 Soundings in area no. 3

tabakasinda bulunanlarla ayni 6zellige sahip; oldukca
karisik ve tahrip olmus yikik duvarlardan olusmaktadir.
Duvar kalintilarinin yaklasik -150 cm. altinda, -556 cm.
de hamamin bir sonraki evresine ait oldugunu distindi-
glimiiz, opus sectile zemin dosemesi ortaya ¢ikartimistir
(Res. 4). Biiyik 6lgiide korunmus olan doseme agmayi
tamamen kaplamakta, biylk olasilikla kuzeyde ve
doguda kazilmayan boliimlerde de devam etmektedir.
Siyah, beyaz ve sari renk mermer pargalarindan olusan
opus sectile, gesitli sekillerde geometrik stislemelerden
olusmustur. Ayrica agmanin kuzeydogusunda zeminle
asagl yukari ayni kotlarda tek sira halinde, yarim daire
formlu bir duvar 6rgiisii ortaya ¢ikarilmistir. icerisindeki
topragi kaldirmak tizere yaptigimiz kazi sirasinda yak-
lastk 250 cm. derinlesilmis ve bu bolimdeki dolgudan
Helenistik, Roma ve ¢ok yogun 1.S. 4-5. yy/a tarihlenen
pismis toprak kap parcalari ele ge¢mistir. Bu alandaki
calismalarin son buldugu derinlik 1 nolu bélgede ortaya
¢ikan havuzun alt yapisinda (hypokaust) inilen derinlikle
aynidir.

3. Bolge: Kazi alaninin en genis bdlgesi oldugu icin
bu bélimde 3 ayri sondaj agilmistir (3, 4A ve 5 nolu
sondajlar). Uc sondajin da st katmanlari, 1 ve 2 nolu
acmadakine paralel 6zellikler tasimaktadir. Kaldirilan bu
tabakanin altinda bina ile baglantili kalintilar belirgin-
lesmeye baglamistir (Res. 3). Agmanin bati yarisinda ise,
¢op cukuru tarafindan bir kismi tahrip edilen ana duvar
ile bunun giineye uzanan pargasinda 150 cm. agikhiga
sahip bir giris ortaya ¢ikarilmisti. Hamamin orijinal
mimarisine ait oldugunu diistindigiimiiz bu kapinin bati
yondeki dis ylzeyi tugla ile kaplidir. Alan genelinde ise
1. bolgede -600 cm.de bulunan beton zeminin devami
ortaya cikarilmistir. Kuzey-gliney ydniinde uzanan ve

Res. 4 2 nolu bolge ve opus sectile zemin

Fig. 4 Area no. 2 and opus sectile flooring

to the north and east. This opus sectile floor was formed
from black, white and yellow marble pieces placed in
geometric compositions. In addition a row of semicir-
cular masonry at about the same level as the floor was
unearthed in the northeast of the trench. The excavation
here aimed at removing the earth filling in it and went
down another 250 cm. and extensive baked clay frag-
ments dating from the Hellenistic, Roman and 4"-5%
centuries A.D. were found. The excavations here ended
at the same level as the hypocaust of the pool uncovered
inArea 1.

Area 3: The largest of the three areas, three soundings
(nos. 3, 4A and 5) were dug here. The uppermost strata
in all three soundings displayed the same character as
were found in trenches nos. 1 and 2. When these layers
were removed, the details of the original monument

Res. 5 1 nolu sondajda ortaya ¢ikan hypokaust sistemi

Fig. 5 Hypocaust system uncovered in sounding no. 1
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kapt agikligina sahip ana duvara bitisik olan bu zemin,
hamamin islevini kaybedip terk edildikten sonraki geg
dénem kullanimi igin yapilmig olmalidir. Zeminin tze-
rinde ise 2 adet tugla kemer yikintisi dikkat cekmektedir.
Son olarak 2006 yilinda, 3. bolgede kazisina devam
ettigimiz 4 ve 5 nolu agmalarda, 3 nolu agmada orta-
ya gikardigimiz kalinti ve buluntularla ayni 6zelliklere
sahip tabakalar ortaya ¢ikariimistir.

Tarsus Roma Hamami’'nda midirligimiiz tarafindan
gergeklestirilen temizlik ve sondaj galismalarinda yapi-
nin glnimize kadar gecirdigi asamalar kismen belir-
lenmigtir. Ozellikle Tarsus’ta simdiye kadar yapilan
kazilarda (Gozli Kule, Donuktas, Cumhuriyet Alani)
sadece karisik buluntu guruplari ya da yerlesim katlari
ile yetersiz bilgiler elde edilirken, burada Ortagag ve
islami devirlere iliskin ®nemli ipuclarina ulagilmistir.
Ote yandan 6zellikle 9. yy. éncesine ait evreler halen
karigiktir. Hamamin islevini kaybettigi —olasilikla 5. yy.
sonu— dénemden sonra sehrin hem degisen inanclari,
hem de kétlilesen sosyo-ekonomik sartlari sonucu, bir-
¢cok Ge¢ Roma sehrinde oldugu gibi, hamam kiltiiri
onemini kaybetmis ve gbzden dismistir. Bu donemde
sehrin sinirlarinin biiytk 6lglide daraldigini goz éniinde
tutarsak, dis mahallelerde kalan yapinin 6nce biyiik
bir tahribat gecirdigini —-mermer, mozaik gibi kaplama
ve slsleme elemanlari goriildiglt kadariyla tamamen
sokiilmis ve parcalanmistir— ve belki de uzun sureli terk
edildigini soyleyebiliriz.
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began to emerge (Fig. 3). In the western half of the
trench, the main wall, partially damaged by pit garbage
dump, and a 150 cm. wide doorway in its south exten-
sion were uncovered. The western side of this doorway,
which we think belonged to the original construction of
the monument, was blocked with bricks. The concrete
flooring uncovered at the -600 cm. level in the Area 1
was also uncovered here. This floor, adjoining the main
wall with the doorway must have been built for the later
phase of use when the baths had lost their function. The
collapsed remains belonging to two brick arches lying
on this floor are noteworthy. Finally in 2006, in trenches
nos. 4 and 5 which we continued excavating, the layers
exposed displayed the same properties of trench no. 3 in
respect to walls and finds.

The cleaning and sounding excavations conducted at the
Roman baths in Tarsus by the Tarsus Museum Directorate
have partially identified the history of the structure
to date. As at other excavation sites in Tarsus, such
as Gozliikule, Donuktas and the Cumhuriyet Square
excavations, only mixed find groups or settlement strata
were found, providing insufficient information; however,
at the Roman baths, important evidence regarding the
Middle Ages and the Islamic period has been obtained.
On the other hand the phases predating the 9" century
remain shrouded in mist. After the time when the baths
had lost their function —possibly at the end of the 5%
century— both the change in faith and the worsening
socio-economic conditions led to a loss in popularity
in the bath culture as has been observed in many Late
Roman cities. When we take into account the fact that
the city shrank considerably in size during this period,
it is possible to claim that this structure, which lies
comparably in the outer ring of settlement, underwent
great damage first —as is understood from the loss of the
facing and decorative elements such as marble facing
and mosaics— and perhaps it was abandoned for a long
period of time.
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