Ksanthos Kazi ve Arastirmalari 2006

Excavations and Researches at Xanthos in 2006

Jacques des COURTILS

Ksanthos 2006 yili ¢calismalart Temmuz ayini kapsamig-
tir. Bakanhk temsilcisi Sayin N. Malkog’a tesekkiirleri-
mizi sunariz.

1. Restorasyon, Takdim ve Koruma Calismalari
(Res. 1):

Yazitli dikmenin restorasyon olanaklarini incelemek
lzere bu yil bir arastirma baglatilmistir. Anit Likce
dilinde bilinen en uzun yazita sahip oldugundan, tarihi
onemi ¢ok blyuktir. Anitin st kismi kiriktir ve onarima
ihtiyaci vardir. Ayakta ve 6zgiin yerinde duran st kisim
ve mezar odasina ait olup da Ksanthos'ta muhafaza
edilen pargalar tizerinde bir degerlendirme yapilmis; tas
onarimi konusunda bir uzmandan yardim alinmasina
karar verilmistir.

Dog. Dr. F. Prost'un sorumlulugunda dikilitagin arka
alaninda temizlik calismalari yapilmis ve bir sondaj
acilmistir. 2005'te bulunan duvarin devam ettigi anlasil-
mistir (Res. 2).

Kuzey-gliney yonelimli ana cadde cardo maximus'ta,
oOzellikle de sivil bazilikanin cephesinde temizlik calis-
malart yapilmistir. Bu anitin kapilari kismen toprakla,

Res. 1 Yazith dikme ve cevresi

Fig. 1 The Inscribed pillar and its environs
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The 2006 campaign at Xanthos lasted through the
month of July. We would like to express our thanks to
N. Malkog, the state representative.

1. Restoration, presentation and conservation
works (Fig. 1):

A research was initiated this year to investigate the feasi-
bility for the restoration of the Inscribed pillar, which is of
great importance as it carries the longest inscription sur-
viving in the ancient Lycian language. The upper part of
the monument is broken and is in need of repair. The in
situ standing upper part and other fragments belonging
to its upper part and the upper part of the burial cham-
ber which remains in situ at Xanthos were studied; and
an evaluation was made and consequently the necessary
assistance from a specialist on stonework restoration was
required.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. F. Prost conducted the cleaning work
behind the Pillar and a sounding trench was dug.
The wall exposed in 2005 was seen to continue here
(Fig. 2).

Cleaning work was done in the cardo, in particular in
front of the civic basilica. The gates of this monument
were blocked in part with earth filling and in part with
large blocks that had tumbled down here. The earth fill-
ing was removed and the large blocks were rearranged
facilitating visits to the site (Fig. 3).

The west agora was also cleaned. A base not belong-
ing to the structure but which was left on a step of the
porticos was removed. On the other hand, two spolia
bases reused in later periods were replaced in the south
portico.

2. Central Area (Figs. 4-5):

Excavations in the central area were conducted under
the direction of L. Cavalier. Two new soundings were
opened in the west portico of the north agora. This work
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EXCAVATION REPORTS

Res. 2 Antik duvarin kosesi

Fig. 2 A corner of the ancient wall

buylk ¢apta da yuvarlanarak gelmis blok taslarla ortiili-
dur. Toprak bosaltiimis, blok taslar ise bu kismin ziyareti
kolaylastiracak sekilde diizenlenmistir (Res. 3).

Bati agorasi da ayni sekilde temizlenmistir. Bu anita ait
olmayan ama portikolardan birinin basamagina birakil-
mis althik kaldirilmistir. Buna karsilik, ge¢ dénemde yeni-
den devsirme olarak kullanilmis olan giiney portikonun
iki althgr yerine yerlestirilmistir.

2. Merkezi Kisim (Res. 4-5):

Ksanthos’un merkez kismindaki kazi caligmalar L.
Cavalier'nin sorumlulugunda yuritilmistir. Kuzey ago-
rasinin bati portikosunda iki yeni sondaj kazisi daha
baslatilmistir. Bu calismalar dogrudan kayanin Gzerine
oturan ve zanaatgilari toplayan bir yerlesimin varligini
ortaya ¢ikartmissa da, sonraki tahribatlardan dolayi ¢ok
az kalinti kalmistir. Kiigiik taglardan yapilma duvar izleri
ile sizme kabi olarak kullanilan ve yataylamasina ikiye
ayrilan bir pithosun kalintilari ele gegmistir.

Daha 6nceki kazi donemlerinde ortaya ¢ikartilan, kigtik
taglarla oriilt ve ylksek esikli kapilara sahip olan duvar,
oldukca biyik bir binaya aittir (Res. 4). Bu yil yapilan
temizleme calismalariyla binanin plani kismen tamam-
lanabilmistir.

Seramik malzemenin C. Rocheron tarafindan incelen-
mesi sonucunda asagida siralanan kronolojik gozlemle-
re varilmaktadir:

Bu sektorde Hellenistik Dénem’de zanaatkarlarin
yerlestigi bir kurum burada yer almistir,

Yine bu donemin sonunda, kiiclk taslarla orili ve
muhtemelen bitirilmemis ama dizenli bir plana
sahip bagka biylk bir binaya yerini birakmustir,
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Res. 3 Cardo maximus, temizlik ¢alismalardan sonra

Fig. 3 The cardo maximus after the cleaning work

revealed the presence of a settlement on bedrock that
housed artisans; however, the remains are scarce due
to subsequent damage to this area. The remains of walls
built from small stones and the remains of a pithos cut
horizontally in two and which was used as a strainer
were uncovered.

The wall with doorways with high thresholds and built
from small stones was uncovered in previous campaigns
and this wall belongs to a quite large structure (Fig. 4).
The cleaning work done this year allowed the partial
completion of the building’s plan.

Investigation of pottery finds by C. Rocheron allowed the
following chronological sequence to be established:

In the Hellenistic period, an artisan institution was
here,

— At the end of this period, the site was occupied by
another large structure, built from small stones but
having a regular layout and which was probably not
completed,

These buildings were replaced by a portico built in
the Roman period during the course of the rebuilding
of the city centre (2" century),

Before this area was entirely destroyed, in the 5%
century, the floor of the portico was paved with
mosaics.

This year’s campaign verified the chronology of this area;
thus, we are able to say that our previous hypothetic
observations can be considered correct:

The city centre of Xanthos was densely settled before
the Roman period,

The Hellenistic structures here, especially the build-
ing with high thresholds, represent noteworthy
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Res. 4 Kuzey Agoranin sondajlarin kuzeyden genel goriintsi

Fig. 4 Soundings in the north agora, seen from the north

Bu binalar Roma Dénemi’nde (i.S. 2. yy.), sehrin
merkezinin yeniden insasi sirasinda yerlerini bir por-
tikoya birakmiglardir,

Bu kismin genel yikimindan énce, 1.S. 5. yy./da porti-
konun tabani bir mozaikle siislenmistir.

Bu yilki ¢ahsmalar bu kismin kronolojisini kesinlikle
saptamamizi saglamistir ve bdylecee simdiye kadar var-
saydigimiz hipotez halindeki gézlemlere kesin goziiyle
bakabiliriz:

Ksanthos sehir merkezi Roma Dénemi’nden 6nce de
yogun yerlesime sahne olmustur,

Ozellikle yiiksek esikli biiyiik bina gibi, burada bulu-
nan Hellenistik Dénem’den binalar dikkati ¢eken
mimari bir 6zelligi temsil etmekte ve ilk kez Likya
arkeolojisinde, Hellenistik Dénem’e has bir mimari
hakkinda bir bakis acisi sunmaktadir.

3. Giineydogu Sektor:

Klasik Doénem’e ait bir binanin duvari ve Arkaik
Donem’den kalma ¢ok sayida algak kabartma gibi ola-
ganustl ilging kesifler yapmamizi saglayan bu kismin
kazisina Gglincli yilinda da devam edilmistir. J. des
Courtils’in yonettigi ve F. Lafreniere’in strdtrdigi kazi
bu yil da oldukga ilging sonuglar vermistir:

Klasik Donem’e ait binanin giliney siniri ortaya gika-
rilmis, ancak binanin fonksiyonu tam olarak anlasila-
mamistir;

Daha once kesfettigimiz alcak kabartmalar serisine
iki yeni parca daha eklenmistir. Ne yazik ki ok
kiiglk pargalar halindedir; bir hayvanin arka ayaklari
gorlilmektedir (Res. 6). Gegen vyillarda bulunan
hayvanlar ve bu yeni pargalarla bu betimlenmenin
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Res. 5 Bati portikosundaki sondaj

Fig. 5 Sounding in the west portico

architecture and, for the first time in Lycian archaeol-
ogy they provide us with a new angle on the archi-
tecture peculiar to the Hellenistic period.

3. Southeast sector:

Excavations continued in the Southeast Sector which, in
the previous years, has yielded very interesting results
such as the wall of a structure from the Classical period
and numerous low reliefs dating from the Archaic period.
This year’s campaign was directed by J. des Courtils and
conducted by F. Lafreniére has produced many interest-
ing results:

— Although the wall forming the southern border of
the Classical period structure has been exposed, the
function of this monument remains unknown,

Two new pieces were added to the low relief series
that had been previously uncovered. However, these
are all very small fragments and carry the depiction
of the hind limbs of an animal (Fig. 6). Including the
animal depictions uncovered previously together
with this year’s finds, we may conjecture that
this depiction covered a wide area and possibly
belonged to a large structure. Excavations here will
continue.

The remains of a 5" century A.D. house were identi-
fied during the excavations. This area was densely
settled in the Early Byzantine period, is an important
indication regarding the city’s history.

4. Epigraphic studies:

The epigraphists Prof. Dr. P. Baker and Prof. Dr. C.
Theériault surveyed the Acropolis hill in this year’s short
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oldukca genis bir alan kapladigi ve biylk bir yapiya
ait oldugunu dustinebiliriz. Bu kismin kazisi strdurd-
lecektir.

— Kaazilar sirasinda I.S. 5. yy’a ait bir evin kalintilari
tespit edilmistir. Bu alan Erken Bizans Donemi’nde
oldukga yogun bir yerlesmeye sahne olmustur ki bu
da sehrin tarihi agisindan 6nemlidir.

4. Epigrafik incelemeler:

Epigraflar Prof. Dr. P. Baker ve Prof. Dr. G. Thériault bu
yil kisa galismalarinda akropol tepesini konu edinmis-
lerdir. Tahmin edilecegi gibi sonuglar hayli zayif olup
yalnizca bazi yazit pargalar bulunmustur.
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Res. 6 Arkaik Dénem’e ait kabartma pargasi

Fig. 6 Relief fragment dating from the Archaic period

term work. The results are very weak, as would be
expected and only some few inscription fragments were
found.





