Side Tiyatrosu ve Cevresinde
Kazi-Diizenleme Calismalari 2007

Excavations and Landscaping at and around
the Side Theatre in 2007

Ulkii iZMIRLIGIL

2007 yilinda Side Tiyatrosu ve gevresinde yapilan kazi
galismalari 17 Agustos-23 Eylal ve 15 Ekim-01 Kasim
2007 tarihleri arasinda 56 giin stirmiistiir. Bu galismalar,
Kiltir ve Turizm Bakanhg Doner Sermaye Isletmeleri
Merkez Midirligi'nin (DOSIMM), Suna - inan Kirag
Akdeniz Medeniyetleri Arastirma Enstittisi’niin (AKMED)
maddi destekleriyle gerceklestirilmistir.

Side Tiyatrosu Kazisina ekip Uyelerinden Yrd. Dog. Dr.
M. Ozhanl (Arkeolog), M. Firat (Arkeolog), L. Kaderli
(Mimar), Arkeoloji 6grencilerinden A. Kahvecioglu, G.
Yosun, G. Akgin, E. Akis, Mimarlik &grencisi E. SOylemez
ve Bakanligimiz tarafindan gorevlendirilen B. Aydogdu
(Restorator) katilmiglardir. Ayrica Prof. Dr. R. Giinay (Y.
Mdih. Mimar) ve S. Sahin (Mimar) AutoCAD programi ile
restitisyon deneme c¢alismalarina devam etmistir.
Bakanlik Temsilcisi olarak Arkeolog A. Tosun gorev yap-
mistir.

Kazi calismalari, 2006 yilinda baglamis olan tiyatro
sahne binasinin kuzeydogu dis kosesinde ge¢c donem
suru ile birlestigi alanda strdtrilmustir. Kazida g¢ikan
mimari bloklar belgelenerek alanda diizenlenmistir
(Res. 1). Bunun yani sira agora depo binasinin onarimi
ve diizenlenmesi ele alinmis, arsivleme ve belgeleme
calismalari ile kazi ¢ahismalart sirasinda ortaya ¢ikan
doseme mozaigi ve mermer siitun ile kaidesinin onarimi
yapilmistir. Ayrica onarimi tamamlanan agora deposun-
da, keramik malzemenin etiitleri yapilarak gruplanmis,
cizimleri de tamamlanmistir.

1. Kazi Caligmalani

Tiyatronun kuzey-dogu kosesinde yer alan dig galerinin
son ayagl (Z) distan iki kademe halinde desteklenmis ve
gec donem sur duvari ile birleserek bir bitin haline
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The 2007 campaign at the Side Theatre was conducted
in two parts, from August the 17" to September the 23"
and from October the 15" to November the 1 lasting
for a total of 56 days. The work was financed by the
Ministry of Culture and Tourism Circulating Capital
Directorate (DOSIMM) and by the Suna & Inan
Kiragc Research Institute on Mediterranean Civilizations
(AKMED).

The excavation team members were Asst. Prof. Dr.
M. Ozhanli (archaeologist), M. Firat (archaeologist),
L. Kaderli (architect), students of archaeology
A. Kahvecioglu, G. Yosun, G. Akgtin, E. Akis, student
of architecture E. S6ylemez; and restorer B. Aydogdu
was appointed by the Ministry. In addition, Prof. Dr.
R. Giinay (engineer-architect, MSc.) and S. Sahin
(architect) continued their computer aided (AutoCAD)
restitution work. The state representative was archaeo-
logist A. Tosun.

The excavations initiated in 2006 at the area where the
northeast outer corner of the stage building joins the late
period fortification wall continued in 2007. The archi-
tectural blocks uncovered were numbered and were
arranged nearby (Fig. 1). In addition, the repair and
arrangement of the storehouse in the agora was com-
pleted and archiving and documentation were conduct-
ed, together with the restoration of the floor mosaics and
marble column and base were uncovered. At the newly
repaired storehouse in the agora, the potshards were
examined and grouped and drawings were completed.

1. Excavations

The last pier (Z) of the outer gallery, located at the north-
east corner of the theatre was reinforced at two levels
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gelmistir. Tiyatronun 0zgiin yapisi ile ge¢ donem suru
arasindaki baglantiyr arastirmak amaciyla 2006 yilinda
bu alanda kazi caligmalarina baglanmistir. Bu yil sur
yapist ile Dogu Kapisi arasinda yogun dolgu olan alanda
+ 4.35 kotundan baslayarak =+ 0.00 kotuna kadar inen
calismalar sonucu, tiyatro sahne binasinin dis duvarina
ait oldugu sanilan mimari elemanlar agiga ¢ikarilmistir
(Res. 2). Bunlardan kemer pargalari, hafifletme kemerle-
rinin i¢ kismina ait yarim daire bloklari, arsitrav bloklarr,
tiyatroya ait oturma siralari, profili diizgiin duvar ele-
manlari sayilabilir. Buradan ¢ikan iki mimari parga etiit-
lik olarak depoya kaldirlarak koruma altina alinmstir.
Bunlardan biri iizerinde gelenk iginde yazit bulunan bir
blok, ikincisi ise tizerinde alcak kabartma kalkan betimi
olan bir bloktur. Bu alanda Ge¢ Roma, Erken Bizans
Donemi’ne ait canak ¢comlek, cam, metal civi, cati kire-
midi parcalari ve hayvan kemikleri bulunmustur.

Res. 2 Kazi alani, genel goriinim

Fig. 2 General view of the excavation area
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from the outside and was incorporated into the late
period fortification. In 2006 we initiated excavations to
investigate the connection between the original theatre
building and the late period fortification. This year we
excavated from the + 4.35 m. level in the area between
the fortification and the East Gate, full of filling material,
down to the = 0.00 m. level and uncovered architectural
elements that are thought to belong to the outer wall of
the stage building (Fig. 2). These pieces include arch
fragments, voussoirs from the intrados of relieving arch-
es, architrave blocks, rows of seats from the theatre, and
wall elements with profiles. Two of such pieces were
placed in the storehouse for protection as one has an
inscription inside a wreath and the other has a shield
motif carved in relief. We also collected pottery, glass,
metal nails, roof tile fragments and animal bones dating
from the Late Roman, Early Byzantine period.

On the north side of the road leading to Building M
there are rooms added to the front of the late period
fortification wall; each is 2.50 m. wide and opens to the
portico; the postaments constitute the front of the porti-
co, which has a mosaic pavement composed of geomet-
ric motifs.

2. Restoration Work
a. Small restoration

The restoration of the mosaic pavement of the portico
was begun (Fig. 3). Restorer B. Aydogdu exposed some
part of the mosaic pavement, documented it, together
with drawings and restoration work was conducted
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Res. 3 Mozaik onarimi
Fig. 3 Mosaic repair work

M Binasi’na giden yolun kuzey tarafinda, ge¢ dénem
suru 6nilinde sonradan eklenen 2.5 m. genisligindeki
mekanlar portikli yola agilmakta ve postamentler portik-
li yolun 6n cephesini olusturmaktadir. Portik zemininde
geometrik bezemeli mozaik taban bulunmustur.

2. Onarim Calismalar
a. Kiiciik onarim

Portikli yol lizerinde yapilan kazida orta ¢ikan mozaikli
tabanin onarimina baglanmistir (Res. 3). Restorator B.
Aydogdu tarafindan mozaikli alanin bir kismi agilarak
belgelenmis, cizimleri ve gerekli alanlarda onarim
cahigmalari yapilmistir. Mozaik tesseralarin (2x2 cm.)
boyutlarinda ve iki renkten olustugu anlasiimistir.
Temizlenmeden 6nce siyah beyaz olarak gorilen renk-
ler, Munsell Katalogunda 5Y 7/1 (agik yesil) ve TO YR 8/1
(kirk beyaz) olarak belirlenmistir. Mozaik, baklava
dilimleri, Gggenler ve dairesel sekillerle bezenmistir.
Hava kosullarinin elverigli olmamasi ve slrenin kisa
olmasi nedeniyle mozaigin kigiik bir bolimi agilmis,
tzerine jeotekstil ve ponza tagi serilerek koruma altina
alinmustir.

M Binasina giden portikli yolun 6n cephesinde yer alan
ikinci postament lizerinde duran mermer siitun portik
tzerine diserek Ug pargaya ayrilmig, siitun kaidesi ise
aksi yone devrilmistir. Kazi sirasinda siituna ve kaidesine
ait kirtk parcalar toplanarak numaralandiriimistir (Res.
4). Ancak situnun dip kismina ait yonga seklinde kiriklar
oldugundan ele gecen bazi pargalari yapistirilarak ona-
rilmistir. Ancak bu alanda yapilacak kazilar bitirildiginde
onarimi tamamlanabilecektir.
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Res. 4 Siitun ve kaidesinin onarim 6ncesi goriintimii
Fig. 4 Column and base prior to restoration

where necessary. The mosaic tesserae are 2x2 cm. each
and are in only two colours. These colours were thought
to be black and white before the cleaning work
began, but after cleaning they were identified as
5Y7/1 (light green) and 10YR8/1 (off-white) according
to the Munsell colour chart. The mosaic’s decorative
composition consists of lozenges, triangles and circles.
Due to the unfavourable weather conditions and the
short period of time available, only a small part was
exposed and this was later covered with geo-textile
and pumice.

The marble column on the second postament of the
portico leading to Building M had fallen on to the portico
and had broken into three parts while its base had fallen
in the opposite direction. During the excavation, the
fragments belonging to this column and its base were
collected and numbered (Fig. 4). However, as some
fragments were like stone flakes, they were glued into
place. The repair will be completed when the excavation
has been completed in this area.

b. Architectural conservation — restoration

The rooms of the stage building facing over the agora,
the entranceways between them with their collapsed
vaults, the main wall behind the front of the stage build-
ing and some of the arches joining this wall perpendicu-
larly were investigated by architect — restorer L. Kaderli,
who also prepared a preliminary project for their rein-
forcement foreseeing a minimum of intervention to the
building.
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b. Yapisal koruma onarim

Sahne binasinin agora cephesine bakan mekanlarin ve
arasinda yer alan girisleri yikilmig olan tonozlarinin,
sahne binasi cephesinin arkasinda yer alan ana duvarin
ve duvara dik agiyla baglanan kemerlerden bazilarinin
onarimi  gereklilik gosterdiginden etitleri yapilmis,
Mimar-Restoratér L. Kaderli tarafindan hazirlanan sag-
lamlastirma amagli taslak projede, yapiya en az miida-
hale yontemi secilmistir.

3. Depo Binasinin Diizenlenmesi

UNESCO tarafindan 1966 yilinda Tiyatro’nun onarimi
sirasinda kullaniimak amaciyla yapilmis olan deponun
catist ¢okmiis oldugundan, 2006 yilinda iginde temizlik
calismasi yapilmisti. Bu yil duvarlarinin boyanmasi, pen-
cerelerinin ve kapisinin yenilenmesi yapildiktan sonra
icine raflar yerlegtirilerek diizenlenmistir (Res. 5).

4. Arsivleme ve Belgeleme Calismalar

Bu yil ortaya gikan mimari bloklar, kazida dusus sekille-
rine gore belgelenip numaralandiktan sonra listeleri
diizenlenmis, 6nemli bulunan mimari bloklarin ¢izimle-
ri yapilarak fisleri hazirlanmistir.

Daha 6nceki yillarda Kazi evi deposu ve Tiyatro Galerisi
(E) deposunda bulunan pismis toprak buluntular etit
edilerek sistemli ayirimlari ve gizimleri yapilmis ve yeni
depoya taginmistir. Cesitli malzemeden olusan etitlik
kiglik eserler tekrar g6zden gegirilmistir. Kazi evi depo-
suna getirilerek etit edilen keramiklerin cizimlerine
devam edilmis, 6zellikle biiyiik bir grup olusturan terra
sigillata keramikler ayrintili olarak incelenmis, Munsell
Renk Katalogu’'ndan renkleri belirlenerek envanteri
hazirlanmistir.
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Res. 5 Agora deposunun iceriden gériiniimii
Fig. 5 Interior of the agora depot

3. Arrangement of the Storehouse

The storehouse was originally commissioned by UNESCO
in 1966 during the restoration of the theatre; its roof had
subsequently caved in, and in 2006 we had cleaned out
its interior. This year the walls were painted, the windows
and doors were renovated and shelves were placed in it,
returning it to use (Fig. 5).

4. Archiving and Documentation Work

The architectural blocks uncovered this year were docu-
mented and were numbered according to their positions
of fall; lists were prepared with the important blocks
drawn and catalogued.

The baked clay finds in the depot of the excavation
house and in the theatre gallery (E) were examined,
grouped systematically, drawn and were moved into the
new storehouse. The small items of study-value in various
materials were revised. Drawings of the potshards that
were brought to the depot in the excavation house and
studies continued, especially into the terra sigillata
ceramics which constitute a very large group which were
investigated in detail, their colours were determined
from the Munsell colour chart and they were invento-
ried.



