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Suluin Magaras1 Kazilar1 2007-2010

Excavations at Suluin Cave in 2007-2010

Harun TASKIRAN

I. Derece Arkeolojik ve Dogal Sit Alani icinde bulunan
Suluin Magarasi’'nda yapilan kacak kazilarin oniine
gecilmesi amaciyla 2007-2009 yillarinda Antalya Miize
Midiirligt baskanliginda kurtarma kazilar gerceklesti-
rilmisti. 2010 yilinda ise Bakanlar Kurulu karari ile bas-
kanhgimizdaki kazilara devam edilmistir.

Suluin Magarasi Antalya’nin 32 km. kuzeybatisinda,
merkeze bagl Yagca Koyl sinirlari iginde, Katran
Dagi’'nin (eski Sam Dagi) doguya dogru alcalan yamaci
tzerinde ve dagin ova ile birlestigi noktada yer alr.
Karain Magaras’'nin 1 km. kuzeydogusunda, Okiizini
Magarasi'nin ise 125 m. kuzeybatisindadir. Denizden
ylksekligi 319-320 m., 6niindeki ovadan ise 20 m. yik-
sekliktedir (Res. 1). Tek bir bosluktan olusan magaranin
agzi doguya bakar ve dip kisminda bir gol bulunur. Her
ne kadar magaranin 6niindeki teras ile gol seviyesi ara-
sinda yaklasik 14 m.lik bir yikselti farki var ise de arke-
olojik dolgularin kalinhigr heniiz tam olarak bilineme-
mektedir (Ciz. 1). Magaranin doguya dogru uzanan
tavan kismi bolgede meydana gelen depremlerle zaman
zaman c¢okintilere ugramis ve biyik kalker bloklar
magaranin zeminini blylk 6l¢iide kaplamiglardir.

Arkeolojik Kazilar

Son 4 yildir Suluin Magarasi'nda yapilan arkeolojik kazi-
lar 6nemli ve bir o kadar da ilging sonuclar vermeye
baslamistir. Bu sonuglarin en 6nemlisi, magaranin
Holosen Donem tabakalari iginde mimari kalintilara
rastlanmasi, lic mekanin ortaya c¢ikartilmasi ve bu
mekanlardan birinde sivali bir taban bulunmasi olmus-
tur. Bilindigi gibi Karain ve cevresindeki magaralarin
onlinde uzanan genis traverten ovasinda o&zellikle
Neolitik ve Kalkolitik caglara ait hoylk yerlesmeleri
bulunmamaktadir. Hoyiik yerlesmeleriyle ancak Cubuk
Bogazi asildiktan sonra karsilagiimaktadir.  Suluin
Magarasi'nda yapilan kazilar, yillardir dile getirdigimiz
Neolitik ve Kalkolitik ¢ag yerlesimlerinin bu cevredeki

Suluin Cave is located within a first degree archaeologi-
cal and natural protection site, and to prevent illicit digs,
Antalya Museum Directorate carried out salvage excava-
tions from 2007 to 2009. With the permission of the
government in 2010, the excavations were continued
under the author’s direction.

Suluin Cave is located 32 km. northwest of Antalya,
within the borders of Yagca village, and on the slope of
Katran Dagi (formerly Sam Dagi) where it descends east-
ward to the plain. Suluin Cave lies 1 km. northeast of
Karain Cave and 125 km. northwest of Okiizini Cave at
an altitude of 319-320 m. above sea level and 20 m.
above the plain which it overlooks (Fig. 1). The cave
comprises a single chamber facing east and has a small
pool at its end. Although there is a difference in levels
within the 14 m. between the terrace, leading to mouth
of the cave, and the pool at the back of the cave, the
exact thickness of archaeological deposit in between is
not known (Dwg. 1). The cave roof extends eastward
and appears to have collapsed at times due to earth-
quakes. There are large calcareous blocks covering much
of the cave’s floor.

Archaeological Excavations

Excavations in the last four years are beginning to yield
important and interesting results. The most important
information is the architectural remains encountered in
the Holocene strata of the cave; three rooms were
uncovered with one room having a plastered floor. It is
known the large travertine plain, extending in front of
Karain and other neighboring caves in the area, would
not sustain hoyiik settlements of the Neolithic and
Chalcolithic periods. Hoyiik settlements seem to appear
only after Cubuk Pass to the north. Excavations carried
out at Suluin Cave seem to justify claims over the years
that Neolithic and Chalcolithic settlements in this area
should be sought in caves.
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Res. 1 Suluin Magarasi, genel gériiniim
Fig. T Suluin Cave, general view

Ciz. 1 Suluin Magarasi, dikey kesit
Dwg. 1 Suluin Cave, vertical section

magaralarda aranmasi gerektigi goriisimiizi bir kez
daha hakli duruma getirmistir.

2007 Yih Kazilan

Daha ¢ok magaranin ot, cali ve tas temizliginin yapilma-
si, magaranin etrafinin demir parmakliklarla cevrilerek
koruma altina alinmasi, topografik planin ¢ikartilmasi,
kazilacak plan karelerin olusturulmasi gibi hazirlik calig-
malari yapilmistir. Bu nedenle arkeolojik kazilara fazla
zaman ayrilamamistir. Bununla birlikte magaranin 6n
kisminda toplam 4 ayri plan karede (18, ) 8, K 8 ve K 7)
12 arkeolojik tabaka kazilmistir. S6z konusu plan kare-
lerde 4. arkeolojik seviyenin sonuna kadar kazi yapilarak
yaklasik 40 cm.lik bir derinlige inilmistir (Res. 2).

2007 yili kazilarinda en yogun buluntu grubunu cesitli
dénemlere ait seramik pargalari ve yontmatas malzeme
olusturur. Kemik buluntular daha az sayilarda olup,
sadece 1 adet metal ok ucu tespit edilmistir. Diger
buluntular arasinda gakmaktasi, radyolarit ve obsidiyen-
den yapilmis gesitli yontmatas aletler, 1 adet PT agirsak
ve 1 adet cilali balta bulunmaktadir.

EXCAVATION REPORTS

Res. 2

2007 yilr kazilan
plan kareler

Fig. 2
Grid-squares
excavated in
2007

Excavations in 2007

This year’s work mainly covered preparatory work such
as cleaning of vegetation, fencing off the cave, the
preparation of a topographic plan and grid-squares.
Consequently, not much time was left for archaeological
digs, but a total of twelve archaeological strata were
excavated in four grid-squares (18, ] 8, K 8 and K 7) in
the forepart of the cave. In these grid-squares a level of
-40 cm. was reached at the bottom of the 4" archaeo-
logical layer (Fig. 2).

Most of the finds during the 2007 campaign comprised
potsherds of various periods and chipped stone materi-
als. Bone finds were relatively few and there was only
one metal arrowhead. Among other finds were various
chipped tools of flint, radiolarite and obsidian, one ter-
racotta spindle whorl and one polished axe.

Excavations in 2008

As architecture within the cave was encountered in this
season, it was necessary to work across a wider area.
Thus a larger trench of 5x5 m. comprising twenty-five
grid-squares of one sq. m. was excavated (Dwg. 2).
Twenty-two grid-squares were excavated down to the
bottom of the sixth archaeological layer (Fig. 3).

An overall look at the excavated area shows extensive
calcareous stones, as the 3 and 4" archaeological layers
do not show regularity. Regularity begins to appear in the
5% Jayer and in the 6" layer they constitute the walls of
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Ciz. 2 Yatay plani ve kazilan plan kareler
Dwg. 2 Horizontal plan and excavated grid-squares

2008 Yili Kazilar

Kazi alaninda mimariye rastlanmasi g6z 6ntinde bulun-
durularak, yatay planda daha genis bir alanda kazilarin
yapilmasi kararlastirilmistir. Bu baglamda birer metreka-
relik 25 plan kareden olusan 5x5 m. boyutlarinda genis
bir agmada kazilar yuratilmustir (Ciz. 2). 23 plan kare-
nin tamaminda ise 6. arkeolojik seviyenin sonuna kadar
kazi yapilmistir (Res. 3).

Kazi alaninin timine bakildiginda, 3. ve 4. arkeolojik
seviyelerde gorllen ve belirli bir diizen gostermeyen
yogun dokiintl kalker taslarin, 5. arkeolojik seviyeden
itibaren sekillendigi, 6. arkeolojik seviyenin tabaninda
ise bu taglarin iki mekani (A ve B mekanlari) gevreleyen
duvarlar oldugu gorilmastir (Ciz. 3). “A Mekani”nin
ylizeyinde buyik olasilikla glineste kurutulmus ya da
cok iyi firmlanmamis kerpig levhalarla (tuglalarla) karsi-
lagtlmistir. Bunlardan iki tanesi delikli kil levhadir. Bir
yasam alanindan ¢ok kiler, islik ya da depo olarak kulla-
nildigint distindigiimiz bu mekanin bolgedeki en yakin
benzeri Bucak ilgesi'ndeki Hoyiicek kazilarinda ortaya
cikariimistir. “A Mekani”nda gorilmeye baglanan delikli
ya da deliksiz kil levhalarin, Hoyticek’te erken Neolitik
Cag’a ait olan Tapinak Dénemi yapi kompleksinin 3 ve
4 no.’lu yapilarinda gorilen tahil kutularinin kil levhala-
riyla ayni oldugu anlasiimistir.

Arkeolojik buluntular arasinda en yogun grubu yine
canak-¢comlek parcalari ile yontmatas malzeme olustu-
rur. Canak-¢omlek grubu daha ¢ok parcalar halinde ele
gecmistir. Saglam ve tim durumda herhangi bir canak-
comlek ornegiyle karsilagilmamustir. ilk ¢ arkeolojik
seviyede Ortagag, Bizans, Roma ve Hellenistik donemle-
re ait seramik parcalari karisik olarak bulunur. 4. arkeo-
lojik seviyeden itibaren goriilen seramik pargalari ise, 6.
arkeolojik seviye sonuna kadar Kalkolitik Cag’a aittirler.
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Res. 3 2008 yili kazilan plan kareler
Fig. 3 Grid-squares excavated in 2008

two rooms, namely A and B (Dwg. 3). On the surface of
Room A, were mud-brick plaques, probably sun dried or
else not well-fired. Two of these plaques are perforated.
This room seems to have served as a cellar, work-area or
storeroom rather than as a living area. Its closest parallel
in the region seems to have been found at Hoyiicek
excavations in the Bucak llcesi. The perforated and
unperforated clay plaques found in Room A closely
resemble those found in buildings numbers three and
four of the Shrine Period Building Complex, attributed to
the Neolithic Period, at Hoyiicek.

Finds once again comprised potsherds and chipped
stone materials. Pottery finds are mostly in fragments
with no intact ceramic item found. Pottery finds from
the first three archaeological layers comprise mixed
examples from the Middle Ages, Byzantine, Roman
and Hellenistic periods. Potsherds contained in the 4"
through the 6% archaeological layers belong to the
Chalcolithic period.

Among chipped stone materials are blade and bladelet
cores of imported high quality flint and obsidian, bullet
cores, transversal arrowheads, a few microliths of various
types, sickle blades and various tools.

Other finds of interest were a steatite stamp seal, possi-
bly attributed to the Chalcolithic period, along with
beads of mollusk shells and various colored stones. A
bone awl engraved with chevron motif (Fig. 4) and a
bird bone made into a pendant by drilling a hole were
also found. Ground stone materials include grinding
and crushing stones, pestles, burnishing tools and pol-
ished axes.

Finds in 2008 also included two coins, both from the
Hellenistic period. The silver one is a coin from Selge
while the bronze one is from Perge.
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Ciz. 3 A ve B mekanlari
Dwg. 3 Rooms A and B

Yontmatas malzeme arasinda bolgeye ithal edilmis olan
kaliteli cakmaktasi ve obsidiyenden dilgi ve dilgicik
gekirdekleri, mermi bicimli gekirdekler, yatay ok uglari,
az sayida farkh tiplerde mikrolit, orak dilgileri ve gesitli
aletler bulunmaktadir.

Kalkolitik Donem’e ait oldugunu diisiindiigiimiiz steatit-
ten yapilmis 1 adet damga miihir, yumusakga kabukla-
rindan ve farkli renklerdeki taslardan yapilmis boncuk
taneleri, Gzeri ¢avus motifi kazima bezekli olan 1 adet
kemik biz (Res. 4) ve ug kisminda bir delik agilarak kolye
ucu haline getirilen 1 kus kemigi diger ilging buluntular
arasindadir. Ayrica, slirtmetas malzeme iginde ezgi ve
ogutme taslari, havan elleri, perdah aletleri ve cilali
baltaciklar bulunmaktadir.

2008 yili buluntularr arasina 2 adet sikke de eklenmistir.
Sikkelerin her ikisi de Hellenistik Donem’e aittir. Bun-
lardan biri glimus Selge sikkesi, digeri ise bronz Perge
sikkesidir.

2009 Yil Kazilan

2009 yilinda yapilan kazi ¢alismalari sonunda tim plan
karelerde, ylizeyden 1 m. derinlikte 10. arkeolojik sevi-
yenin tabanina ulagilmistir. Sonuglar bizi bir kez daha
sasirtmistir. Zira, ilk kez bir magara yerlesiminde mima-
riye rastlanildigr gibi, yine ilk kez sivali bir tabanla karsi-
lasiimistir. L 7 plan karesinde ilk izlerini gordiigiimiiz bu
sivali taban, L 8 plan karesinde de devam etmistir. Ayrica
bu sivali tabanin gerek agmanin kuzey profili igine
dogru ve gerekse K 7 ve K 8 plan karelerine dogru da
devam ettigi gorilmistir. A Mekani’'nda oldugu gibi B
Mekani’'nda da ¢ok sayida canak-¢comlek pargalariyla,
yontma tas ve slrtme tas orneklerle ve hayvan kemik
parcalariyla kargilasiimistir. Yine K 8 plan karesinin

EXCAVATION REPORTS

Res. 4

Uzerinde kazima cavus
motifi bulunan kemik biz
Fig. 4

Bone awl with chevron
motif on it

Res. 5

Ele gecen
boncuklardan bir grup
Fig. 5

A group of

beads uncovered

Excavations in 2009

Work in 2009 culminated the bottom level of the 10"
archaeological layer, at 1 m. below the surface, in all
grid-squares. Not only was architecture the first to be
seen in a cave settlement, but a plastered floor was also
a unique example. This floor, whose first traces were
observed in grid-square L 7, extended into the L 8. It was
also observed that it extended further into the north pro-
file and into grid-squares K 7 and K 8. As in Room A,
Room B contained numerous potsherds, examples of
chipped stone, a ground stone and animal bones. In the
southwest corner of grid-square K 8 were extensive mol-
lusk shells on the plastered floor towards the stone wall
encircling this room. It is possible these shells were
related with subsistence.

As in previous years, most finds comprised pottery, but
still no intact pieces were recovered. All fragments
uncovered are monochromatic and probably belonged
to kitchen wares. The pottery seems to be peculiar to
Suluin and is reminiscent of the Middle Chalcolithic
period, according to preliminary observations. This is a
period not well-known in our region. Detailed work on
the pottery finds are about to be completed. Hopefully,
the pottery finds will help us establish links with settle-
ments like Bademagaci and Héyiicek in the region to the
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glineybati kosesinde, bu mekani cevreleyen tag duvarin
kenarina dogru sivali taban tizerinde yogun bir bicimde
yumusakga kabuklari ortaya ¢ikartilmistir. Bu kalintilarin
beslenmeyle ilgili olmasi olasilik dahilindedir.

Diger yillarda oldugu gibi bu yil da en fazla ele gecen
malzeme canak-¢omlek pargalart olmus, ancak bdtin
bir canak-¢comlek ornegiyle kargilasiilmamistir. Ele gecen
¢anak-¢cdmlek pargalari tamamen monokrom olup, daha
¢cok mutfak kaplarina aittirler. Tamamen Suluin’e 6zgu
gibi goriinen seramikler ilk tanimlamalarimiza gore, bol-
gemizde ¢ok iyi bilinmeyen orta Kalkolitik Dénem’in
orneklerine benzemektedir. Seramikler tizerinde yapilan
ayrintih calismalar tamamlanmak Gzeredir. Suluin’in
kuzeyinde bulunan Bademagaci, Hoylicek gibi hoyiik
yerlesmeleriyle hatta daha uzaktaki Ege ve Marmara
bolgesi yerlesimleriyle iliskilerin kurulmasinda, c¢anak-
¢omlek pargalarinin bize 6nemli bilgiler verecegini
dustinmekteyiz.

Arkeolojik buluntular arasinda diger yogun grubu ise,
yontma tas malzeme olusturur. Arkeolojik seviyelerin
tamaminda bol miktarda ele gecen yontma tas malzeme-
nin yapiminda kullanilan hammaddelerde farkliliklar
gorilir. Daha ¢ok bolgenin yerel kayaci olan radyolarit
yogun olarak kullanilmissa da, buraya ithal olarak obsi-
diyen ve kaliteli cakmaktaslari da gelmistir. Yontma tas
malzeme arasinda dilgi ve dilgicik cekirdekleri, mermi
bigimli cekirdekler, diizeltili ve diizeltisiz yonga, dilgi ve
dilgicikler, orak dilgileri, yatay ok uglari, az sayida ve
farkli tiplerde mikrolitler ile gesitli aletler bulunmaktadir.
Ele gecen teknolojik pargalardan yontma isleminin
magarada yapildigi anlasiimaktadir ancak obsidiyen ve
bolgeye yabanci gakmaktasi Ornekler islenmis olarak
magaraya ithal edilmis olmalidir.

Ayrica cesitli stirtmetas ve kemik buluntular ile Suluin
insanlarinin siislenme faaliyetleriyle ilgili ¢ok sayida
boncuk ve taki malzemeleri de ele ge¢mistir (Res. 5).

2010 Yili Kazilan

2010 yilinda 11. arkeolojik seviyelerin kazilmasiyla ise
baslanmistir. Gegen yil sivali bir tabanin izlerinin goril-
digi K6, K7, K8vel®6, L7, L8plan karelerinde bu
yil ¢alisitimamistir. Bununla birlikte, s6z konusu plan
karelerde 2009 yilinda tespit edilen sivali taban izlerinin
batiya dogru devam edip etmediginin anlasilmasi ama-
ctyla sadece K9 ve K 10 plan kareleriile L9 ve L 10 plan
karelerinde 11. arkeolojik seviyeler kazilmistir. Ancak
sivali tabanin diger plan karelere dogru devam etmedigi
anlagiimustir.

2010 yilinda daha ok H6, H7,H8, H9, H10,16,17,
18,19,110,)6,)7,)8,)9ve] 10 plan karelerinde kazi

EXCAVATION REPORTS

north, as well as those farther away the Aegean and
Marmara regions.

Another profuse grouping of finds was chipped stone
materials. Uncovered in abundant amounts in all archae-
ological layers, the chipped stone materials display a
variety of raw materials used. Although radiolarite, the
local rock of the region, is abundantly used, obsidian
and high quality flint were also imported. Chipped stone
materials uncovered include blades and bladelet cores,
bullet cores, retouched and un-retouched flakes, sickle
blades, transversal arrowheads, few microliths of various
forms and various other tools. Technological pieces show
chipping was carried out in the cave, but obsidian and
examples of flint, not originating in the region, must have
been brought to the cave from elsewhere.

Furthermore, various ground stone and bone finds and
numerous beads and accessories related with personal
adornment of the Suluin people were uncovered (Fig. 5).

Excavations in 2010

Work started with the excavations of the eleventh
archaeological layer. Work was not resumed in grid-
squares K 6, K7, K8 and L 6, L 7 and L 8 where a plas-
tered floor was observed in 2009. Yet, in order to see
whether or not the plastered floor extends westward, the
eleventh layer was excavated in grid-squares K 9, K 10,
L 9 and L 10. However, it was seen that the plastered
floor does not extend in that direction.

In 2010, work concentrated on the grid-squares H 6-10,
H 6-10, ] 6-10. In these grid-squares work continued
down to the bottom of the 13th archaeological layer in
grid-squares H 6-8, | 6-8 and | 6-8 while H 9 and 10
were excavated down to the bottom of the 15th layer.
Work in grid-squares 1 9, ] 9, 1 10 and ] 10 reached the
bottom of the 16" layer. Thus, we reached -1.60 m.
below the surface.

In 2010, a new room was exposed. In the grid-squares in
the west part of the trench, rows of stones, appearing in
the 11% archaeological layer, were seen to be the walls
of another room. Although this new room is situated at a
lower level than the other two rooms, but based on its
architectural features, it probably belonged to the same
building layer, and even might have been an earlier
phase of the same building layer. This room, named
Room C, is located in the west part of the trench (Fig. 6).
Only two foundation walls of Room C were identified
within the trench, one extending from southwest to
northeast and the other from northeast to northwest. The
foundation wall is built with dry masonry technique
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calismalarina agirlik verilmistir. S6z konusu bu plan
karelerden H6, H7, H8;16,17,18ve])6,]7,) 8de
13. arkeolojik seviyenin sonuna kadar, H 9 ve H 10 plan
karelerinde 15. arkeolojik seviyenin sonuna kadar kazi
yaptimistir. 19, J 9, 110, ) 10 plan karelerinde ise 16.
arkeolojik seviyenin sonuna gelinmistir. Boylece yiizey-

den en fazla 160 cm. derinlige ulasiimistir.

2010 yili kazilarinda daha oOnce saptanan A ve B
mekanlarina yeni bir mekdn daha eklenmis oldu.
Agmanin bati kismindaki plan karelerde 11. arkeolojik
seviyelerden itibaren belirmeye baslayan tas siralarinin
bir mekani cevreleyen temel duvarlari oldugu kazilar
ilerledikge ortaya ¢ikmistir. Her ne kadar diger mekan-
lardan daha alt kotta yer alsa da, mimari Ozellikleri
bakimindan bu mekanin da ayni yapi katina ait oldugu
soylenebilir. Ancak bu yapr katinin daha eski bir evresine
ait olabilir. Bu yil ortaya ¢ikartilan ve “C Mekani” olarak
isimlendirdigimiz bu alan, agmanin bati kisminda yer
alir (Res. 6). Bu mekanin agma icinde sadece iki temel
duvarinin izleri saptanmistir. Bunlardan biri glineybati-
dan kuzeydoguya ve digeri ise kuzeydogudan kuzeyba-
tiya dogru uzanir. Yan yana yerlestirilen iki iri tas ve
aralarinin daha kigik taslarla desteklendigi temel duva-
rherhangi bir baglayici har¢ olmaksizin st Gste kon-
mus taslardan olusur. Mekanin diger iki duvarr agmanin
batisinda, agma sinirlarinin disinda kalmaktadir. Bu
nedenle mekanin tam boyutlarini vermek miimkin ola-
mamaktadir.

Daha once “A Mekan1” icinde saptadigimiz ve tahil
kutularina ait oldugunu soyledigimiz delikli ve deliksiz
kerpic (kil) levhalara, “C Mekani”nin ortaya ¢ikisindan
itibaren de yogun bir bicimde rastlanmistir. Az sayida ele
gecen tiime yakin ornekler disinda cogu kirilmis ve
dagilmis bir durumdadir. Daha 6nceki yillarda da ele
gecirdigimiz ve tam olarak anlamlandiramadigimiz bazi
dal izli pargalarin bu yil daha glizel 6rnekleri bulunmug
ve islevleri hakkinda daha saghkh bilgilere ulasilmistir.
Bu dal izli pargalar ayni zamanda Suluin Magarasi’'nda
saptanan mekanlarin mimari ozelliklerinin anlasiimasi-
na da katkida bulunmustur. Suluin Magarasi’nda yapila-
rin lzerleri kalin aga¢ mertek ve dallar ile kapatiliyor ve
tzeri kilden agir diiz bir dam (gat) ile ortiiliyordu.
Yukarida s6ziinl ettigimiz tzerlerinde dal izleri olan kil
topaklarin bu damlardan dustiigiu anlasiimaktadir. Tahil
kutularina ait kerpic levhalar ve dal izli topaklardan
baska “C Mekani” icinde 6glitme ve ezgi taglari, canak-
¢omlek pargalari, islenmis kemik parcalari, cakmaktasi
ve obsidiyenden yapilmis aletler de bulunmustur.

Kazilan alanlarin tamaminda Holosen Donem’e ait jeo-
lojik seviyeler devam etmekte, kazilan plan karelerde
daha cok Ill. ve IV. jeolojik seviyelerin toprak yapisi

EXCAVATION REPORTS

Res. 6 2010 yili kazilarindan bir goriintii ve “C” mekani
Fig. 6 A view from the excavations in 2010 and Room C

involving two large stones put side by side and smaller
ones filling in between. As the other two walls remain to
the west, outside the trench it is not possible to give
exact dimensions.

Mud-brick (clay) plaques with and without perforations,
formerly found in Room A and thought to belong to a
grain storage are, were also encountered abundantly in
Room C. A few examples were almost intact, while most
others were broken and dispersed. Some fragments with
marks of branches were previously uncovered but could
not be evaluated. This year, better preserved pieces were
found and comments could be made regarding their
functions. The pieces with branch marks have also con-
tributed to the understanding of the architecture identi-
fied in Suluin Cave. The rooms inside Suluin Cave were
covered with thick rafters and branches, then roofed
with a flat clay roof. The abovementioned fragments with
branch marks likely fell from the roofs later. In addition
to mud-brick plaques belonging to grain storage and
those with branch marks, potsherds, worked bone
pieces, tools from flint and obsidian in Room C were
also found.

Geological layers of the Holocene periods extended in
all excavated areas. In the grid-squares excavated, earth
texture of mainly geological layers Il and IV were seen.
The Pleistocene layers have not been reached as yet and
it is anticipated the archaeological sequence in the cave
will be quite thick. Such a thickness and richness of
Holocene layers are of importance for the prehistory of
the region.

In light of previous surveys and excavations, Suluin Cave
appears to be an important cave site that will provide
comparable materials and data to establish a connection
with the hoylik settlements in the northern Lakes District.
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gorlilmektedir. Jeolojik seviyeler Holosen Donem’e ait
olup hentiz Pleistosen seviyelere ulasilamamistir. Bu
nedenle magarada oldukca kalin bir arkeolojik katlasi-
min oldugu disinilmektedir. Holosen seviyelerin bu
denli kalin ve zengin olmasi bolge prehistoryasi agisin-
dan 6nem arz etmektedir. Bu nedenle Suluin Magarasi,
Goller Bolgesi'nin hoylk yerlesmeleriyle kurulacak ilis-
kilerde karsilastirma malzemesi ve veri saglayacak
onemli bir merkez olarak karsimiza ¢cikmaktadir.

Buluntular arasinda ¢anak-¢comlek pargalar ilk sirada
yer alirlar. Seramik pargalarinin tamami monokrom
olup, boyali 6rneklerle karsilagilmamis ve daha ¢ok orta
Kalkolitik Donemi isaret etmektedir. Bu yil da diger yil-
larda oldugu gibi saglam ve bitiin durumda bir seramik
ornegiyle karsilagiimamistir. Bunda Kalkolitik Cag'da
bolgede meydana gelen biylk bir deprem sonucunda
magara tavaninin ¢okmesi ile ¢ok biiyiik kalker bloklarin
yerlesim yerinin tizerine gd¢mesinin etken oldugu diisu-
niilmektedir. Ancak bu yil bulunan ¢anak-¢émlek bulun-
tular arasinda ilging bir parca ile karsilagiimistir. Bir
kaba ait hayvan bagi protomlu tutamak ilk kez Suluin
buluntulari arasinda yer almaktadir (Res. 7). Boga basi
bigimli oldugunu diisiindigiimiiz bu tutamak farklr kisi-
lerce farkh sekillerde yorumlanmaktadir. Bu tir hayvan
basi protomlu tutamak ornekleri Kurucay Hoyik ve
Hoylicek'ten bilinmektedir. Ancak Suluin 6rnegi kadar
miikemmel bir iscilik gosteren bu parcaya ne Hoylicek
ne de Kurugay 6rnekleri arasinda rastlanir.

Buluntular arasinda ikinci biiyiik grubu yontmatas par-
calar olusturmaktadir. Diger yillarda oldugu gibi bu yil
da Suluin Magarasi'na ithal olarak gelmis obsidiyen ve
kaliteli gakmaktagindan yapilmis yontmatas buluntularla
karsilagiimistir. Suluin yontmatas endistrisi genelde dilgi
teknolojisine dayalidir. Yontmatag malzeme arasinda en
gboze carpan tipler genelde dilgi tasimaliklar lizerine
yapilmis keski agizl yatay ok uglandir. Cekirdekler, kirik
birkag mermi bicimli 6rnek disinda, genelde dilgi ve
dilgicik tretimine yonelik prizmatik ve piramit bigimli
cekirdeklerle temsil edilir. Diger yontmatas buluntular
arasinda sirasiyla orak elemanlari, ikili aletler, diizeltili
dilgi ve dilgicikler, diizeltili yongalar, cesitli uglar ve 6n
kaziyicilar bulunur. Yogun olmayan mikrolitik aletler
icinde geometrik olmayanlar daha goktur.

Her yil oldugu gibi hemen hemen tiim arkeolojik seviye-
lerde ele gegcen kemikten ve siirtmetastan yapilmis alet-
ler, cesitli tag, deniz kabuklari ve dentaliumdan yapilmis
boncuk taneleri diger buluntulari olustururlar.

4. Sonug

Son 4 yildir yiriatilen kazilar ilging sonuglar vermis-
tir. Baslangicta Suluin Magarasi kazilarindan ilk
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Res. 7
Hayvan basi protomlu
tutamak 6rnegi

Fig. 7
Lug example with
animal head protome

Finds, so far, have been mainly potsherds, all being
monochromatic; no painted examples have been found
to date and finds continue to point to the Middle
Chalcolithic period. As before, no intact pottery has been
found. It is likely a severe earthquake during the
Chalcolithic period must have caused the roof of the cave
to collapse, destroying the settlement inside. However,
there is one very interesting fragment among the pottery
pieces found during this year’s campaign. A lug with an
animal head belonging to a pottery vessel was uncovered
for the first time at Suluin (Fig. 7). This lug, which seemed
to be in the shape of a bull head, was evaluated in various
ways by various scholars. Similar lugs with animal head
protomes are known from Kurugay Hoyiik and Hoylicek,
but the Suluin example is of exclusive workmanship.

The second largest assemblage comprises chipped stone
pieces. As before, we uncovered chipped stone finds of
imported obsidian and high quality flint, showing the
knapping industry of Suluin was mainly being based on
blade technology. The most outstanding pieces are trans-
versal arrowheads on blade blanks. Apart from a few
broken bullet core examples, cores are represented with
prismatic and pyramidal cores meant for blade and
bladelet production. Among other chipped stone exam-
ples found are sickle elements, composite tools, retouched
blades and bladelets, retouched flakes, various points
and end scrapers. Microlithic tools are not abundant, but
those found mainly included non-geometric ones.

Other finds included, as before, bone and ground
stone tools, beads made from various stones, seashells
and dentalium uncovered in almost all archaeological
layers.

4. Conclusion

Excavations conducted in the last four years have pro-
duced very interesting results. At the beginning, based
on chipped stone examples and Suluin’s proximity to
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beklentilerimiz yontmatas alet 6rneklerinden anlagildigi-
na gore ve cok yakinindaki Okiizini Magarasi'na komsu
olmasi nedeniyle, Epi-paleolitik kiiltiir katlarina ulas-
makti. Asil beklentimiz ise bu bolgede ¢ok net bir sekil-
de goriilmeyen, ayni zamanda buluntu yerleri acisindan
Tiirkiye'de oldukca kisitli gériinen bir Ust paleolitik kat-
lasimi yakalamakti. Bununla birlikte magara yerlesimin-
den ilk kdy yerlesmelerine dogru olan sirecte, gerek
ekolojik gerekse sosyo-ekonomik agidan ne gibi degisik-
liklerin yasandigina dair verilerin de bu bolgedeki maga-
ra dolgulari iginden elde edilecegini umuyorduk. Ciinki
Karain Magarasi'nin 6niindeki genis traverten ovasinda
hoyik yerlesmeleri bulunmamaktaydi. Nitekim Suluin
Magarasi’'nda mimari kalintilara rastlanmasi, hatta sivali
bir tabanin bulunmasi ve 2010 yilinda bu mimari kalin-
tilara yeni bir mekanin daha eklenmesi, Karain ve cevre-
sindeki magaralarin Neolitik, Kalkolitik ve ilk Tun¢ Cag)
yerlesimleri agisindan ¢ok dikkatli bir sekilde arastiril-
masi gerekliligini bir kez daha ortaya koymustur.

Suluin Magarasi kazilarindan elde edilen ilk sonuclar da,
yillardir dile getirdigimiz Neolitik, Kalkolitik ve ilk Tung
Gagi yerlesimlerinin bu cevredeki magaralarda aranmasi
gerektigi gorusimiizi desteklemekte ve dogrulamakta-
dir. Burada asil sorgulanmasi gereken konunun, Goller
Bolgesi Neolitik-Kalkolitik hoyiik yerlesmelerinin kayna-
ginin nerede aranacagi sorunudur. Bu sorunun ¢ozi-
minde Suluin Magarasi kilit bir rol oynamaktadir ve
yapilacak kazilarinin bu soruna 6nemli katkilar saglaya-
cagi kesindir.

Suluin Magarasi canak-¢omlek orneklerinin ortaya koy-
dugu bir diger énemli sonug da orta Kalkolitik Dénem
hakkindadir. Kimi arkeologlar tarafindan Anadolu’nun
bazi kesimlerinde yasanmadigi ileri siriilen bu kiltir
evresinin Giineybati Anadolu’da varhigina dair bulgular
fazla degildir. Elmali yoresinde birkag merkezde orta
Kalkolitik Donem’e ait olabilecek canak-¢comlek bulun-
dugu bildirilmistir. Suluin Magarasi seramikleri Gizerinde
yapilan ilk galismalarin sonuglarina goére bu bélgedeki
magaralarda orta Kalkolitik Donem’in yogun bir bicimde
yasandigr anlasiimaktadir.

Suluin Magarasi’'nda goriilen iskanin sitrekli mi oldugu
ya da Cubuk Bogazi’'nin kuzeyinde kalan hoytk yerles-
melerindeki sakinlerin mevsimlik goclerle mi buralara
geldigi konusunda bir yorum yapmak icin heniiz erken-
dir. Bu ikinci durum, Bademagaci ve Hoyiicek gibi yer-
lesmelerin yiriiyerek giintibirlik bir mesafede bulunma-
larindan dolayi anlamli gelebilir. Ancak Suluin‘de ele
gecen seramik Ornekleriyle, bu hdoyiiklerin seramikleri
arasinda simdilik bir baglanti kurmak mimkin gorin-
miyor. Ustelik hayvan basi protomlu kaplarin varligi da,
stirekli bir yerlesimi tercih eden topluluk ya da ailelerin
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Okiizini Cave, we expected to reach Epi-paleolithic cul-
tural strata, with an ultimate expectation to reach an
Upper Paleolithic sequence. These layers are not clearly
known in this area and they are scarcely represented in
Turkey. It was anticipated a collection of data regarding
both ecological and socio-economic changes might be
found establishing the transition from cave settlement to
village settlements in this area, because the terrain of the
wide travertine plain in front of Karain Cave does not
contain any known héytik settlements. Consequently, an
architectural presence and even a plastered floor inside
Suluin Cave, along with the discovery of the new room
in 2010, have clearly justified the need for detailed and
careful study of Karain and nearby caves for Neolithic,
Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Age settlements.

These finds obtained from Suluin Cave also justify the
need to search for Neolithic, Chalcolithic and Early
Bronze Age settlements inside the caves in this area.
Here, the question is where to look for the source for
Neolithic-Chalcolithic hoyiik settlements in Lakes District.
Suluin Cave has the key position for the solution and
excavations will certainly shed light onto the question.

Importantly, the pottery finds from Suluin Cave seem to
provide a connection to the Middle Chalcolithic period.
There is not much evidence in southwest Turkey regard-
ing this cultural phase. In fact, some archeologist would
claim the phase was not even experienced in some parts
of Anatolia. Other excavations indicate pottery finds,
perhaps belonging to this period, were found in several
centers around the Elmali region. According to results of
preliminary studies on pottery finds from Suluin Cave,
the Middle Chalcolithic period did, indeed, take place
extensively in the caves of this region.

It is still not possible to talk clearly about whether the
settlement in Suluin Cave was continuous or if the inhab-
itants of hoyiik settlements north of Cubuk Pass lived
here on a seasonal basis. This seasonal choice may be
more meaningful as settlements such as Bademagaci and
Hoyiicek were only one day’s walk away. Unfortunately,
based on current finds, it is not possible to propose any
link between the pottery from Suluin Cave and those
from these hoyiiks. The presence of vessels with animal
head protomes, however, might suggests that communi-
ties or families preferring permanent settlement could
have settled at Suluin because such protomes clearly
would not have been brought by seasonal settlers. Thus,
it is anticipated the pottery finds will help us establish
links between Suluin Cave and settlements to the north
such as Bademagaci and Héyticek, as well as those in
more distant areas, as the Aegean and Marmara.
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Suluin’de yasayabileceklerini akla getiriyor. Ctinkd bu tir
kaplarin mevsimlik goclerle buraya gelen gocebe top-
lumlarin yanlarinda getirecegi kaplardan olamayacagi
aciktir.  Dolayisiyla, Suluin’in  kuzeyinde bulunan
Bademagaci, Hoylicek gibi hoyik yerlesmeleriyle hatta
daha uzaktaki Ege ve Marmara Bolgesi yerlesimleriyle
iliskilerin kurulmasinda, ganak-¢omlek pargalarinin bize
6nemli bilgiler verecegini distinmekteyiz.

Her ne kadar Kalkolitik tabakalarda kazilar devam edi-
yor olsa da, yontmatas isciliginin halen tercih edilen bir
teknoloji oldugu goriilmektedir. Suluin Magarasi kazila-
rinda ortaya ¢ikan yontmatas malzeme, Paleolitik ve
Epi-paleolitik caglarda oldugu gibi, tipolojik agidan
oldukga zengin bir cesitlenme gostermektedir. Yontmatas
isciliginde bolgenin yerel kayaci olan radyolaritten Ure-
tim 6n plandadir. Bu tiir hammaddeden yapilan yonga-
lama islemlerinin magara icinde gergeklestirildigi ele
gegen teknolojik parcalardan anlasiimaktadir. Bununla
birlikte bolgeye yabanci olan obsidiyen ve kaliteli cak-
maktasindan yapilmis yontmatas malzeme de Suluin
Magarasi dolgulari iginden ele gegirilmektedir. Bu tir
malzemenin magaraya ithal yolla gelmis oldugu cok
aciktir. Zira obsidiyen ve bolgeye yabanci cakmaktasin-
dan yapilmig Griinler arasinda cekirdekler ve teknolojik
parcalar yok denecek kadar azdir. Bu ise obsidiyen ve
cakmaktasi gibi hammaddelerin magaraya ithal edilmis
oldugunun gostergesidir. Buylk olasilikla obsidiyen ve
cakmaktasi pargalar ya magaraya islenmis olarak ya da
hazirlanmis cekirdekler halinde getiriliyordu. Bu durum
Suluin Magarasi sakinlerinin, en azindan obsidiyen mal-
zemeden dolayi, Orta Anadolu ile kiglk capli ticari
iliskiler kurduklarini gosterir. “Suluin Magarasi Proto-
historik Seviyelerinin Yontmatas Malzemesi” konulu bir
doktora calismasi, Suluin insanlarinin sosyal davranisla-
r, yasam bigimleri ve ekonomileri (tarimsal ve ticari)
hakkinda 6nemli bilgilerin elde edilmesine katki sag-
layacaktir.

Suluin Magarasi’nin Pleistosen seviyelerinde de ¢ok zen-
gin yontmatas kdltiirlerin saptanacagi kuvvetle tmit
edilmektedir. Bu seviyelere ulasiimasiyla avci-toplayici
yasam biciminden, yerlesik hayata gegis asamasina ilis-
kin daha somut verilere ulagilmasi en biylk beklentile-
rimiz arasinda bulunmaktadir.

Sonug itibariyle magara cenneti olarak kabul edilen
tlkemizde, sayica az olan magara kazilarina yeni bir
magara kazisinin eklenmesinin, 6zellikle Akdeniz
Bolgesi prehistoryasina yeni ve 6énemli katkilar saglaya-
cagi diisiincesindeyiz.

EXCAVATION REPORTS

Although the excavations still continue in the Chalcolithic
layers, it is clearly seen that knapping is still the preferred
technology. Chipped stone materials, uncovered in
Suluin Cave, display a rich variety in typology, as in the
Paleolithic and Epi-paleolithic periods. Production from
radiolarite, a local rock, is the most abundant in knap-
ping. Uncovered technological pieces would indicate
that flaking from these raw materials was carried out
actually inside the cave. Materials from obsidian and
high quality flint, not local to the region, are also uncov-
ered at Suluin Cave and are clearly must have been
imported. In any case, cores and technological pieces
from obsidian and flint are negligible in quantity. It is
possible found obsidian and flint pieces were brought to
the cave either as worked or prepared cores. Thus, due
to presence of obsidian, inhabitants of Suluin Cave must
have established commercial relations with Central
Anatolia. A doctoral dissertation on the “chipped stone
materials from the protohistoric layers of Suluin Cave”
will shed light on the social behavior, lifestyle and econo-
mies (agricultural and trade) of Suluin inhabitants.

It is strongly expected we will uncover rich chipped
stone cultures in the Pleistocene layers of Suluin Cave.
One of our major goals when we reach those layers will
be obtaining solid evidence regarding the transition from
hunter-gatherers to a more sedentary life.

Consequently, we think that future cave excavations in
Turkey, a country with a wealth of caves, will contribute
greatly to not only prehistory in general, but particularly
that of the Mediterranean region.
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